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Abstract  

 

English has become a lingua franca for business. Following cognitive 

linguistics, our objective is to understand the metaphorical conceptualisation of 

a sample of business news reports on markets in a tabloid. Our hypothesis is 

that competitiveness has been conceptualised by means of war metaphors. We 

have applied a variation of the method MIPVU (Metaphor Identification 

Procedure VU, Vrije Universiteit, Amsterdam), which has proved to be a very 

useful tool. Surprisingly, we have not found any war metaphors, but we have 

verified the existence of a systematic metaphorical conceptualisation. 

Incongruities in this conceptualisation, however, raise questions that may point 

to a broader theoretical frame, such as discourse analysis, and to a system of 

interpretable values, that is, an axiology. 
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1. Introduction 

 

 

1.1. Context of the study 

 

On the one hand, business English is probably the variety of English for 

Specific Purposes supported by the longest tradition of study, due to the fact 

that it was included since the beginning of the XX century in the syllabus of 

business schools (Alcaraz Varó, 2014, p 72). Many universities around the 

world give courses on this particular subject nowadays. In the Spanish UNED, 

business English is also included in the study programme within the more 

general subject of English for Specific Purposes. 

On the other hand, the now-classic Metaphors We Live By, by Lakoff & 

Johnson, published for the first time in 1980, provides already some insights on 

the metaphorical conceptualisation of business English. In their chapter about 

“The Myth of Objectivism”, they include business and economics among the 

realms supposedly ruled by "objectivism" in our Western culture. They study in 

their book metaphors such as INFLATION IS A PERSON, INFLATION IS AN 

ADVERSARY, LABOR IS A RESOURCE, and war metaphors and their use in 

economics, among many other metaphors. We will turn later on, in our section 

devoted to the "State of the art", to the concept "objectivism" and to the role of 

these metaphors according to Lakoff & Johnson. Thus, the analysis of 

conceptual metaphors is necessary to understand the conceptualisation of 

business English. 

Metaphors have become a relevant concern in linguistics and philosophy 

of language over the last decades: three subjects of the syllabus of our Degree 

in English Studies have dealt with metaphors.  

In the introductory subject Teoría Lingüística (1st academic year), we 

studied metaphor within the chapter devoted to “Los modelos cognitivos 

idealizados” (Mairal Usón, R. et al, 2012, p 178-92). The subject followed 

cognitive linguistics, specially Lakoff & Johnson's definition of metaphor and 

their classification of metaphor into orientational, ontological and structural. 



 6

Semantics (3rd academic year) devoted section 11.2 to the study of 

metaphor, within the chapter devoted to cognitive semantics (Saeed, J. I., 2009,  

p 358-65). Saeed departs from the traditional perspective of figurative language 

and the romantic vision towards cognitive linguistics. Nevertheless, it is 

interesting to underline that he considers the cognitive approach to be "an 

extension of the romantic view", in the sense that "metaphor is ubiquitous in 

ordinary language" (p 360). Saeed argues, with his clear, didactic style, that the 

four main features of metaphor are conventionality, systematicity, asymmetry 

and abstraction, and summarizes some academic discussions on the first and 

the fourth. Regarding the first feature, in the "literal language theory", the 

concept of "dead metaphor" refers to expressions that "have ceased to be 

metaphors and have passed into literal language" (p 361). Regarding the fourth 

feature, abstraction, Saeed explains that it is not always a necessary feature (p 

364). We will return later to these issues, within "State of the art" and "Results". 

The subject IPA (Spanish acronym for "Inglés Profesional y Académico", 

similar to ESP or English for Specific Purposes) includes the study of 

metaphors in business English. In the course materials, following Henderson, 

three kinds of metaphors are categorised: image metaphors, generic-level 

metaphors and specific-level metaphors (Samaniego E. et. al., no date, Unit 4, 

"Textos jurídicos y económico-comerciales", p 21). 

It is important to note that these three subjects of the Degree in English 

Studies underline the function of metaphors beyond the literary language. 

 

 

1.2. Motivation  

 

Firstly, we consider the fact that business English has become over the 

last decades a lingua franca for commerce and business (Alcaraz Varó, 2014, p 

14). Secondly, following Lakoff & Johnson, we consider that “our ordinary 

conceptual system is fundamentally metaphorical in nature” (2003, p 3) and that 

this claim may also be applied to the specific conceptualisation of economics 
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and business, because, according to Alcaraz Varó, every Language for Specific 

Purposes (LSP) is "full of metaphors" (2014, p 60).  

Therefore, we may infer that business news reports on markets in the 

press and in tabloids influence the way readers, both businesspeople and 

laypeople, understand economy and business. We think that a better 

knowledge of the metaphors used in business news reports on markets in a 

tabloid may be very useful to understand ways of thinking behind this pervasive 

human activity, not only in the circles of English speaking countries, but also all 

around the world: businesses speak English today. 

 

 

1.3. Two key questions, general objectives and hypothesis  

 

We consider that in a market economy, competitiveness between 

companies and also between countries is an essential feature, and that this 

competitiveness may be conceptualised by means of war metaphors. We also 

consider that other features of a market economy might be conceptualised by 

means of other metaphors. 

Therefore, does the conceptual metaphor BUSINESS IS A WAR 

conceptualise competitiveness in business news reports on markets in tabloids? 

Which other conceptual metaphors may help to the metaphorical 

conceptualisation of business English? 

 

The aim of this study is: 

1. To identify all the conceptual metaphors present in a sample of 

business news reports on markets in a tabloid, and specially war metaphors. 

2. To try to understand the metaphorical conceptualisation in the chosen 

sample in the tabloid studied. 

 

In other words, the search and identification of conceptual war metaphors 

is a reagent for our study, while the understanding of the metaphorical 

conceptualisation of a specific variety of business English within the chosen 

sample is our main objective. 



 8

 

Our hypothesis is that conceptual war metaphors are present in our 

sample of business news reports as a tool to conceptualise competitiveness, 

and that there is in our sample a layer of conceptual metaphors that allows the 

conceptualisation of other features of a market economy. 
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2. State of the Art 

 

 

2.1. Cognitive linguistics and metaphors 

 

Cognitive linguistics is a field of linguistics which studies how language 

organises, processes and transmits information. According to Saeed (2009), in 

cognitive linguistics "there is no separation of linguistic knowledge from general 

thinking or cognition [. . .] these scholars see linguistic behaviour as another 

part  of the general cognitive abilities which allow learning, reasoning, etc." (p 

355).  

Traditionally, metaphor has been seen as a figure of speech in which a 

thing is described in terms of another, for rhetorical effect. In other words, a 

target domain is described in terms of a source domain. According to cognitive 

linguistics, metaphor plays an important role in cognition: "metaphor is an 

essential element in our categorisation of the world and our thinking processes" 

(Saeed, 2009, p 357). Therefore, in cognitive linguistics metaphor is conceptual 

in nature. In a conceptual metaphor, a conceptual domain is understood in 

terms of another conceptual domain. In our study, we will follow the convention 

of writing conceptual metaphors in capital letters. There are three kinds of 

conceptual metaphors according to Lakoff & Johnson: structural, ontological 

and orientational (2003). 

We asked two non-native English speakers how many metaphors are in 

the sentence "This chapter surveys the development of his general biological 

theorizing over that remarkable early period". In one case, the answer was 

"none". In the other case, the answer was "just one, 'development'". Actually, 

according to Gerard J. Steen, the sentence includes five metaphors, 'this', 

'surveys', 'development', 'over' and 'that', but a team of linguists finally decided 

to assign the lexical item 'development' a borderline status, between 

metaphorical and non-metaphorical (2010, p 109-11). 

Cognitive linguistics contradicts, or perhaps refines, our assumptions and 

intuitions over what a metaphor is. These assumptions derive from the classical 

view, "which sees metaphor as a kind of decorative addition to ordinary plain 

language" (Saeed, 2009, p 359). 
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2.1.1. Types of metaphors in cognitive linguistics 

 

Following Kövecses (2013), there are six cognitive approaches to 

metaphor: the categorization view of metaphor, the “standard” conceptual 

metaphor theory, the blending theory, the neural theory of metaphor or “Lakoff’s 

extended theory”, the “main meaning focus view” (proposed by Kövecses 

himself) and the relevance theory. 

In his proposal, Kövecses considers that in many cases the meaning focus 

may emerge in contrastive contexts, that is, “meaning foci can result from the 

contrast of two concepts that are in a metaphoric relationship”. It is a four-stage 

process. To sum up, “This surgeon is a butcher” is a metonymy-based 

metaphor: “Cognitively speaking, we conceptualise how the butcher works with 

the SURGERY frame in the background”, and finally the property that has 

emerged in the concept of BUTCHERY “is projected into the blend, in which the 

property will now characterize the surgeon” (pp 17-19). 

In his conclusion, Kövecses follows an eclectic approach among the different 

theories, but from our point of view, his theory might be the one that enables to 

integrate the aforementioned six cognitive approaches. We think that, apart 

from the concept of “main meaning focus”, a key role is played by the so-called 

"blended space” (p 23). We understand that this blended space is not strictly 

linguistic, but has to be constructed in the mind of hearers and speakers. 

In fact, according to the Relevance Theory, which holds a pragmatics point 

of view, metaphors work by means of a complex process in which explicatures 

and implicatures are involved, in such a way that the linguistic meaning of an 

utterance doesn't encode the speaker’s meaning, but it provides "evidence of 

her meaning” (Sperber D. & Wilson D., 2012, p ix). To sum up, the hearer has 

to elaborate meaning. What is important to underline here, for the need of our 

study, is that for Sperber & Wilson, who defend the Relevance Theory, there is 

not a clear border which separates metaphorical and non metaphorical 

meaning, but a continuum of meaning. There are not metaphors, but 

metaphorical interpretations (p 97).  
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At this point, a question starts to emerge in front of us, mere English 

students: if a metaphor depends on pragmatic interpretation, how can we 

identify a metaphor in English? For such a purpose, we would need a native or 

near-native command of the English language, a deep knowledge of British 

culture and a deep comprehension of current theories of metaphor. Additionally, 

our condition of Spanish speakers may be a source of misunderstandings, for 

example due to false friends, as we will see later on in "Results", when dealing 

with our database. From now on, to find a method for metaphor identification 

has become a pivotal issue for us.  

There are three categories of conceptual metaphors according to Lakoff, 

G. & Johnson, M.: orientational metaphors, ontological metaphors and structural 

metaphors (2003). The latter are the more elaborated ones, because structural 

metaphors (for example BUSINESS IS WAR) allow us "to use one highly 

structured and clearly delineated concept to structure another” (p 61). 

Lakoff & Johnson depart from the hypothesis that metaphors are, perhaps, 

the “key to give an adequate account of understanding” (2003, “Preface”, p ix) 

and they reach the conclusion that metaphors are not merely “things to be seen 

beyond”, but, in fact, “the only way to perceive and experience much of the 

world” (2003, “Afterword”, p 239). These authors study also their implications for 

notions such as truth, ideology or objectivism. Objectivism is a key concept in 

the proposal of Lakoff & Johnson. It may be defined as a myth, "according to 

which truth is always absolute truth" (p 160). They summarize the “myth of 

objectivism” in ten features; below we state some of the most important ones:  

 

1. The world is made up of objects (...) 2. We get our knowledge of the world by 
experiencing the objects in it (...) 3. We understand the objects in our world in 
terms of categories and concepts (...) 4. There is an objective reality, and we can 
say things that are objectively, absolutely and unconditionally true and false about 
it (...) 7. Metaphor and other kinds of poetic, fanciful, rhetorical, or figurative 
language can always be avoided in speaking objectively. (p 186-8) 

 
 
They include business and economics among the realms supposedly 

ruled by objectivism in our Western culture (p 189). Among others, they study 

conceptual metaphors related to economy such as INFLATION IS A PERSON 

and INFLATION IS AN ADVERSARY (p 34) or LABOR IS A RESOURCE 

(chapters 13 and 30). Along with PHYSICAL ORIENTATIONS, OBJECTS, 
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SUBSTANCES, SEEING, JOURNEYS, MADNESS, AND BUILDING, among 

others, they consider WAR a basic domain of experience that is used in 

metaphors. 

In our "Context of the study", we have already quoted Saeed (2009), who 

alludes to the academic discussion between cognitive linguistics and the literal 

language theory. Lakoff, G. & Johnson, M. devoted the whole chapter 11 to this 

important issue: "The Partial Nature of Metaphorical Structuring". They argue 

that most metaphorical expressions, "like all other words and lexical items in the 

language, are fixed by convention" and are parts of "whole metaphorical 

systems" (p 54). The metaphorical conceptualisation of a field of reality, such as 

business, depends, then, on systematic metaphorical concepts. This 

'systematicity' was precisely the second feature mentioned by Saeed when 

dealing with the study of metaphor (2009,  p 361). For the purpose of our study, 

that is, the identification of all the metaphors present in a specific sample and 

the understanding of the metaphorical conceptualisation of that sample, we 

adhere to the theories and arguments of Lakoff & Johnson. 

 

 

2.1.2. How to identify a conceptual metaphor? 

 

The pragmatics point of view held by the relevance theory of metaphor 

implies the consideration of subjectivity and awareness, both from the part of 

the speaker and from the part of the hearer. This argument is shared by Hanna 

Stöver (2013). According to her, examples of how awareness affects the 

comprehension of metaphors can be found in the case of bilinguals (p 68), and 

she reminds us that metaphors are placed in a continuum (p 71). 

We have already pointed out that to find a clear, established method for 

the identification of metaphors had become one of our primary concerns, in 

order to lessen the many limitations we have as non-native speakers. We are 

probably wrong when we cast aside the possibility of finding a computerised 

program in order to search metaphors in a sample or even in a large corpus, but 

we consider that one of the benefits of a handcrafted, individual search would 

be a cognitive comprehension of the metaphorical conceptualisation of a short 
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sample of texts and, at the same time, a familiarisation with other stylistic 

features of the sample. 

The method for linguistic metaphor identification designed by Gerard J. 

Steen and his team, from the Vrije Universiteit, Amsterdam, is a well defined 

method, as we will see later on. One of the problems we have been facing when 

dealing with our study is precisely that we have been immersed in an academic 

discussion about concepts, whereas we inevitably had to work also with words: 

Steen considers that metaphor has turned out to be a conceptual mechanism, 

in such a way that contemporary theory of metaphor “focuses on thought, not 

language" (2013, p 30). He writes that the “new contemporary theory is still 

based in a theoretical definition of metaphor as a cross-domain mapping in 

conceptual structure”, but in empirical practice metaphor “works its wonders in 

language, communication, or thought” (p 60). From our point of view, Steen 

enriches the contemporary theory of metaphor by underlining communication 

and retaking the importance of language expression, in a three-dimensional 

model of metaphor and metonymy.  

This three-dimensional model of metaphor is explained in the method 

proposed by himself and his team (Aletta G. Dorst, J. Berenike Herrmann, Anna 

A. Kaal, Tina Krennmayr, Trijntje Pasma), throughout the book A Method for 

Linguistic Metaphor Identification (2010). The authors place themselves 

between the humanities and the cognitive and social sciences and consider 

metaphor a cross-domain mapping, following cognitive linguistics. 

This method consists basically of four steps: 1. reading the entire text or 

discourse; 2. determining its lexical units; 3. establishing its meaning in context 

and determining if it has a more basic contemporary meaning, according to a 

specific dictionary; and 4. if this is the case, marking the lexical unit as a 

metaphor (2010, p 5-6). We will explain the method in more detail in 

"Methodology". 

From our point of view, the application of this method may allow us to 

identify metaphors on a solid ground, lessening our limitations and reducing 

misunderstandings.  

 

MIP is a tool for linguistic metaphor identification in natural discourse that can be 
employed by cognitive linguists, stylisticians, discourse analysts, applied linguists, 
psycholinguists, and sociolinguists. (2010, p 4) 
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2.1.3. Conceptual metaphors in business English 

 

As we have already mentioned, Lakoff & Johnson devote some attention 

to the study of conceptual metaphors in the fields of business and economics. 

INFLATION IS A PERSON, in a sentence like "Inflation has robbed me of my 

savings", is an obvious example of personification (2003, 33). Attributing human 

motivations and actions to a non-human experience, we are conceptualising 

inflation as a person. Furthermore, this is a more specific metaphor, INFLATION 

IS AN ADVERSARY, someone who can have an adverse effect on us. 

According to the authors, the way economy is conceptualised in sentences like 

the aforementioned "justifies political and economic actions on the part of our 

government" (p 34). Personification is a type of ontological metaphor. With 

ontological metaphors, we can identify abstractions as entities or substances (p 

25). INFLATION IS AN ENTITY, in the sentence "Inflation is lowering our 

standard of living", is also an ontological metaphor, but not a personification. 

LABOUR IS A RESOURCE and TIME IS A RESOURCE are, however, 

examples of structural metaphors (chapter 13). Structural metaphors allow us to 

structure, understand, perform, and talk about a concept in terms of another 

concept (p 5). LABOUR IS A RESOURCE and TIME IS A RESOURCE, in the 

field of economy, are "culturally grounded in our experience with material 

resources. Material resources are typically raw materials or sources of fuel" (p 

65). Following Lakoff & Johnson, once we have conceptualised labour as a 

resource, we will be able to regard labour precisely as another kind or resource: 

"we can assign value to the labor in terms of the time it takes to produce a unit 

of product". 

Alongside with ontological and structural metaphors, there are also 

orientational metaphors, such as HAPPY IS UP and SAD IS DOWN, related to 

spatial orientation (p 14). An instance of clauses based on orientational 

metaphors is "My income rose last year" (p 16).  

The importance of Lakoff & Johnson's theory has already been underlined. 

We have searched some empirical studies dealing with the field of business 

news. 
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López Maestre considers the conceptual metaphor BUSINESS IS A 

FIGHT and affirms that BUSINESS IS A WAR is a special version of the former 

(2000, p 52). She analised conceptual metaphors in the headlines of the 

business section of The Times for the period 1970-90. We write down an 

important datum: instances of the war/fight metaphor “were found in 13.5 % of 

the headlines studied" (p 53). Nevertheless, we remark that headlines are 

usually written with the purpose of capturing readers' attention. Therefore, this 

percentage cannot be applied necessarily to the whole text of business news 

articles. After this finding, the author considers that “metaphor generates a 

coherent network of entailments which provides the ground for certain 

inferences (…) companies are seen as enemies, fighters, adversaries (...) if 

threat is not faced there is no chance of survival” (p 54). She also analyses the 

metaphors BUSINESSES ARE JOURNEYS and BUSINESS IS A LIVING 

ORGANISM, and ontological and orientational metaphors. The study carried out 

by López Maestre, her insights and considerations about ideological 

implications will be very useful to check our results. 

We also would like to mention a study oriented to the practical field of 

teaching English for business, by Skorczynska Sznajder (2010). In her study, a 

selection of metaphors in the field of business English published in a textbook 

was checked against a sample of actual language. Table 1 (Section 4.1.) shows 

a list of words related to war metaphors and compares the findings in the 

textbook and corpus sample metaphors. According to the author, “the study has 

shown that the selection of metaphors for language practice in one of the few 

published business English textbooks containing explicit metaphor exercises is 

only in part sustained by the corpus evidence" (online edition). A question arises 

out of our reading of this study: is the use of war metaphors over-estimated in 

English teaching textbooks? Or, in other words, is it possible that we are not 

going to find any war metaphors in our sample? 

 

 

2.2. Other approaches to metaphors in business English 

 

Finally, we have consulted some interesting studies on business English 

from the perspective of other disciplines related to the language of economics. 
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Dudley-Evans & Henderson claim that, even though from an 

epistemological perspective the discourse of economics is concerned with 

establishing good scientific arguments, economists use “rhetorical devices in 

order to persuade readers of their point of view” (1990, p 7). 

McCloskey, from the field of the history of economics, has analised the 

rhetoric devices used in economical writing as ways of persuasion (1983). This 

article is a defence of the importance of rhetoric in economics. The author 

places herself against some pretensions about objective and neutral truth from 

the part of academic discourse (p 494). She claims that economics is “heavily 

metaphorical” and that “models are metaphors” (p 502). From her point of view, 

“even mathematical reasoning is metaphorical" (p 505).  

Translation is a professional field which has to work with original texts. 

The use in the field of economics of some structural metaphors, such as 

INFLATION IS AN ORGANISM, INFLATION IS A HORSE, INFLATION IS A 

DISEASE and INFLATION IS AN ENEMY, has been confirmed by Fuertes 

Olivera in his study on metaphor and translation (1998). 

Finally, we must highlight that, according to Bhatia and Bremner, most 

studies on business English are biased due to the fact that they habitually focus 

upon "ideal instances of genres" (2012, online edition). We intend to avoid this 

risk by means of an actual sample. We have chosen it before reading it. 
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3. Methodology 

 

Methodology has become the core of our study. 

Firstly, we have chosen a systematic sample (a sample of items chosen 

from a larger group of items by means of selecting a starting point and then 

applying a regular interval) of business news reports on markets from the online 

version of the Daily Mail. This tabloid is one of the most widespread British 

tabloids, according to the Audit Bureau of Circulations of UK 

(https://www.abc.org.uk), with a section on Economics. The tabloid The Sun 

had the largest average circulation in January 2016 (data from Pressgazette 

from 18 February 20016; https://goo.gl/Fy9ZqA). Nevertheless, because The 

Sun does not have a specific section devoted to economy on its online version, 

we have chosen the tabloid Daily Mail, the United Kingdom's second biggest-

selling daily newspaper in 2016. Our sample consists of business news reports 

from the section Money/Markets signed by "City & Finance Reporter", a 

collective pseudonym. These reports deal with issues related to both domestic 

and international markets, where competitiveness is presumed to be an 

important feature. The volume of reports chosen has been established over an 

estimate of the time available and the time necessary to elaborate our 

database. 

The criterion of selection has been established before reading, to avoid 

any chance of a biased sample. For reasons of personal calendar, we have 

chosen the week from 20 to 26 March 2017: the first five headlines published 

online by alphabetical order and, among them, a complete report each day: the 

first report, the first day; the second report, the second day, and so on, returning 

to the beginning on the sixth day. As we will see, no articles signed by City & 

Finance Reporter have been published on 25th March 2017, Saturday ─ and 

only two reports on 26th March, Sunday, less than the five articles we expect. 

IWe have decided to analise the full text of both reports. In "Results", as we will 

see later on, we have analysed each item separately, and each item (both texts 

and lexical units) has been separately coded. 

We have applied a variety of MIPVU (acronym of Metaphor Identification 

Procedure VU University Amsterdam), the method for linguistic metaphor 
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interpretation described by Gerard J. Steen and his team. We have already 

summarised the four steps of the method in section 2.1.2 "How to identify a 

metaphor?" Now we explain our application of the method in more detail. 

We have elaborated a database with the program Excel, in six columns. 

The first column contains a code with a letter and a number. These codes 

refer to one lexical item only. Thanks to this coding, we have been able to refer 

to each lexical item in section 4, "Results". We have coded separately headlines 

(H) and the body of reports (R). 

In the second column, we have placed the lexical item. There is not a one-

to-one correspondence between word and lexical item. According to the method 

MIPVU, polywords, phrasal verbs, compounds and proper names are lexical 

items (2010, p 27-30). 

The word-class has been identified in the third column. This is very 

important, because the method MIPVU establishes that a metaphor is detected 

within the same word-class. We will see some instances in section 4, "Results". 

We depart from MIPVU in that we have applied the categorisation of the 

MacMillan English Dictionnary for each lexical unit. 

The fourth column is the key that opens the door to conceptual metaphors. 

We have searched in the MacMillan English Dictionary (MED) the contextual 

meaning and the more basic contemporary meaning of each lexical unit. 

According to Steen et al. (2010, p 35), "a more basic meaning of a lexical unit is 

defined as a more concrete, specific, and human-oriented sense in the 

contemporary language use. Since these meanings are basic, they are always 

to be found in a general users' dictionary. Then, we have had to compare the 

contextual meaning of each lexical unit with its more basic meaning, in order to 

try to conceptualise cross-domain mappings. We may define a cross-domain 

mapping as what the mind of a speaker/hearer or a writer/reader conceptualise 

when understanding a conceptual metaphor, such as BUSINESS IS A 

NATURAL FORCE OUT OF CONTROL. If we have decided that the lexical item 

is clearly not a word related metaphor, we have left the field blank. We may say 

that the MacMillan English Dictionary represents the general reader somewhat, 

like a native English speaker. Although the method establishes the Longman 

dictionary as a second resource, it also allows the election of different 

dictionaries. We have used the Oxford English Dictionary for Advanced 
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Learners and the Cambridge Advanced Learnes's Dictionary. For some 

neologisms, technical terms and other difficult cases that are not included in the 

aforementioned dictionaries, we have had to consult online dictionaries and the 

Wikipedia. Steen et al. (2010) devote pages 33-37 to the guidelines to the 

identification of contextual meanings and more basic contemporary meanings 

and the problems that may arise in this process of identification. We underline 

that "contextual meaning of a lexical unit is the meaning it has in the situation in 

which it is used. It may be conventionalized and attested, and will then be found 

in a general users' dictionary; but it may also be novel, specialised, or highly 

specific, in which case it cannot be found in a general users' dictionary" (p 33). 

The fifth column contains the acronym of the result: MRW (Metaphor 

Related Word), WIDLII (When In Doubt, Leave It In) or the word "implicit" 

associated to any of them, which alludes to metaphor related words by means 

of ellipsis or lexico-grammatical substitution (Steen et. al., 2010, p 40). In 

MIPVU, the acronym WILDLII is "the logical result of lack of decision after group 

discussion" (p 19). Then, we depart from MIPVU in this aspect. When we 

categorised a lexical unit as WIDLII, we are coding that we cannot choose 

within the binary distinction metaphorical/non-metaphorical, because we have 

not been able to identify the precise nature of the conceptual metaphor in the 

sixth column. 

To sum up, the key of the MIPVU is a very close reading of the sample, 

understanding each word in its context, categorising lexical units in word-

classes, searching for contextual meanings and more basic meanings in a 

dictionary and taking decisions after attempting the metaphorical 

conceptualisation of words, phrases, clauses and sentences. 

There is a further stage in the MIPVU method called "reliability test" (p 

149). We have already seen that metaphor is nowadays considered a 

continuum in cognitive linguistics and that metaphor identification is dependent 

of individual performance and conceptualisation. The method we have applied 

lessens subjectivity, but it does not remove subjectivity. The reliability test 

consists basically in checking individual results in order to "examine agreement 

between individual analysts before discussion" (p 151). This test was beyond 

our possibilities: our individual study is just an approach. 
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The method MIPVU stops after the identification of metaphors, and Gerard 

J. Steen et al. explain that it is a very controversial issue to identify the precise 

nature of the underlying conceptual mappings (p 8). Furthermore: 

 

There is no claim that any of the metaphorically used words identified by the 
procedure are also actively realized as metaphorical mappings in the individual 
mind. The idea is to find expressions in language that are potentially metaphorical 
in cognition. (p 9) 
 

For the purpose of our study, we will add a sixth column, where we will 

categorize metaphors as orientational, ontological and structural, and we will 

attempt to identify the precise nature of their conceptual mappings. Is our task 

based on observation, study and introspection? This question would lead us to 

the field of epistemology. By means of the application of the method, we can 

affirm that our task is not based on mere intuition. 
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4. Results 

 

 

4.1. Application of the method 

 

In our sample around 26% of lexical units are potentially metaphor 

related words. We have analised 1,078 lexical units, out of which we have 

marked 253 as MRW (Metaphor Related Words) and 28 as WIDLII (When In 

Doubt, Leave It In). We have not any other similar sample analised in a similar 

way in order to check this general statistics. Besides, ours has been an 

individual work, we lack training, and our results have not being checked by 

other analysts in a reliability test to reach an agreement. We think that, surely, 

the method is more efficient when applied by a team. Nevertheless, it shows 

also some advantages. 

Our personal experience says that this method has to be learned 

progressively and refined in the mind of its users, who can gain skills and speed 

with practice. 

This methodology has helped us to overcome, partially at least, our 

limitations as non-native English speakers in the study of this English sample. 

How have we appplied it in practice? We list and explain some examples. 

We already knew the contextual meaning of the verb 'to list' in sentences 

and clauses like "Vitol [...] is listed in the Netherlands" (R19/064 - R19/076). We 

may paraphrase it as "shares of company Vitol are quoted on the Netherlands 

stock change". Our first step has been to categorize the lexical unit as a verb. 

Then, we have searched for its more basic meaning in MacMillan English 

Dictionary (henceforth, MED). First and second definitions are: "1 [transitive] 

[often passive] to mention or write a list of things, one after another" and "2 

[intransitive] if a ship lists, it leans to one side". In this case, we have doubted 

which one was the most basic one. Definition 2 would have led us to the very 

suggestive metaphor A COMPANY IS A SHIP, which fits with the rich British 

maritime culture. Nevertheless, we have opted for definition 1 because the 

context use is transitive, and, consequently, we have marked the lexical unit as 

a non-metaphor related word, with three hyphens in our database [- - -]. 
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If a noun phrase, like "tax haven" (R22/014), is registered and defined in 

MED as a compound, we have considered it to be a lexical unit only, as a 

compound noun. A strict application of this method has led us not to mark it as 

a metaphor, because its contextual meaning is the same as its more basic 

meaning in MED: "a place where people go to live, or where they keep their 

money, so that they do not have to pay higher taxes in their home country". This 

result contradicts our intuition. 

Our intuition, in fact, is sometimes heavily conditioned by our mother 

tongue. We perceived the equivalent Spanish verb for 'to generate' ('generar') to 

be closely related to 'to procreate' or 'to engender' ('procrear' and 'engendrar'), 

due to its Latin origin. Surprisingly, in contemporary English, according to MED, 

its more basic meaning is "to make money". We have marked it with the 

acronym WIDLII, to indicate the possible conceptual metaphor PEOPLE 

REACTIONS ARE MONEY, used in a humorous way in the context "the 

payouts are unlikely to generate a shareholder backlash". We think we are 

facing one of the most controversial and dubious cases of our sample. Again, 

this classification contradicts our intuition. 

In the same way, 'rakes in' (H6/12) has been analised as a phrasal verb, 

that is, a lexical unit, whose more basic meaning, "to learn a lot of money", 

coincides with its contextual meaning. The application of the method has 

avoided us to mark it as a MRW, for the metaphor MONEY IS SOIL or MONEY 

IS A LAND AREA. 

'Roughly' in R1/009 works as an adjective, but MED defines the word as 

an adverb only. We have analised the lexical unit under the word class 

'adjective', for the metaphor MONEY IS A RUDE PERSON. 

Regarding precisely the identification of personifications, we think that 

the method is not a full guide to their detection, because MED eludes to refer to 

the agents of its definitions. For example, 'to say' is defined as: "1 

[intransitive/transitive] to express something using words". We have recurred to 

the argument structure of the verb to decide on cases such as "the company 

said" (R1/065-7), where we think that the verb requires a human agent. This 

metaphor, A COMPANY IS A PERSON, is recurrent in the sample, as we will 

see in section 4.2.2. 
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Regarding the specificity of our sample, we have adopted some 

decisions that have implied deviations from the method. We have considered 

each quantity of money as a lexical unit, because the collective author for the 

Daily Mail writes them in a word only. By similarity, we have considered 

percentages also a lexical unit only. This decision does not affect the 

identification of the metaphorical conceptualisation of the sample. 

Specialised terminology, proper names of companies and some 

neologisms have been searched in other sources, mainly Wikipedia: LPG 

(acronym for "liquefied petroleum gas", in R19/113), ENI (Ente Nazionale 

Idrocarburi, from Italia, in R19/171), "homebuilder" (H9/01) or the expression "to 

go or to fell into administration" (H12/05-7 and R21/090-2), which we will analise 

in section 4.2.3, devoted to orientational metaphors related to business. 

Steen et al. (2013) consider that contrast is necessary in the detection of 

metaphors. Nevertheless, in the continuum of interpretation of metaphors, the 

contrast and its intensity are consequently also placed in a continuum of 

interpretation. For example, although it is not a case related specifically to 

business English, we have not been able to determine whether 'judge' in 

"Former Great British Bake Off judge Mary Barry" (H3/01-4) points to the 

metaphor A TV GAME SHOW IS A COURT. According to MED, 'judge' means: 

"1 someone whose job is to make decisions in a court of law" or "2 someone 

who decides who the winner of a competition will be". If the etimology of the 

word leads us to the court metaphor, the daily experience of most people is a 

TV game show. We have not marked it as a metaphor, although it may be 

considered metaphor in origin, for etymological reasons. 

A complicated task in our work has been to distinguish in many cases 

between orientational, ontological and structural metaphors. Every decision has 

been taken on a case-by-case basis. For instance, in "his total pay leap by 

£3.2million" (R7/025-30), the verb 'leap' may be a case of, say, a 'tripod' 

metaphor, where ontological and orientational metaphors overlap: MORE IS UP 

(orientational), MONEY IS AN OBJECT (ontological) and MONEY IS A 

PERSON (ontological, personification). Following the principle of systematicity 

and taking into account textual coherence, we have marked it as a potential 

personification. In sections 4.2.2 and 4.3 we will return to this controversial 

metaphor MONEY IS AN OBJECT. 
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Finally, we underline that we recognise that to identify the maps that 

cross in a metaphor is a very controversial issue. We apologise for our 

mistakes. 

 

 

4.2. Studied metaphors 

 

 4.2.1. War metaphors and other structural metaphors related to 

 business 

 

It is obvious that business is not war, although they overlap often. If war 

metaphors are present in business language, as many studies remark (López 

Maestre, 2000), it is due to the fact that features of war help to conceptualise 

some features of business, hiding at the same time other features. As Lakoff & 

Johson state, "In allowing us to focus on one aspect of a concept (…), a 

metaphorical concept can keep us from focusing on other aspects of the 

concept that are inconsistent with that metaphor" (2003, p 10). We have 

considered that war metaphors may allow the understanding of 

competitiveness, one of the most important features of market economy. Then, 

in this process, other factors of business would be hidden. We dare not to say 

that, on the contrary, the absence of war metaphors might be an indication of 

the absence of competitiveness. 

We have not found any clear, non-controversial instance of war metaphor 

in the sample, neither in the body of reports nor in headlines. 

Firstly, we have found the noun phrase 'top brass', in "Top brass at 

Melrose Industries" (R1/001-3), which refers to bosses of the company. The 

more basic meaning of 'top brass' is "the people with the highest status in an 

organization, especially the armed forces" (MED). Only if we underline the word 

'especially', we may consider that 'top brass' causes the metaphor A BOSS IS A 

GENERAL, based on the metaphor A COMPANY IS AN ARMY. Even in such a 

case, we cannot decide whether this metaphorical army is at war. In any case, 

the context of the report, from the headline, has set a tone of mockery: "Bosses 

of engineering turnaround group in line for bonuses of around £35m each in 

shares under incentive scheme coming to fruition". We have marked the 
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expression as WIDLII, to the probable metaphor A BOSS IS A GENERAL or A 

COMPANY IS AN ARMY. 

Secondly, there is a similar case in the headline "British Gas chief Iain 

Conn slammed over 'ridiculous' £1m pay rise that takes his earning to £4.1m" 

(H11). 'Chief lain' is a reference to chiefs of indian tribes, based on a play on 

words over 'chief seated'. Here, the MacMillan Dictionary has been unuseful. 

The cultural allusion creates an incongruity in the text. We are facing also a 

tone of mockery, through the probable metaphor A COMPANY IS A TRIBE. We 

think that it is a clear case of structural metaphor, because two concepts are 

crossing, but we discard the war metaphor. 

Thirdly, we have found the noun phrase "stricken publisher Pearson" 

(H16/09-11). According to MED, the more basic meaning of the adjective 

'stricken' is "2. damaged or destroyed by a bomb, fire, flood, etc". Even  if we 

accept this criterion, we could not decide whether the publisher has been 

affected by a war or by a natural disaster, whether it is treated as a person or as 

an area of land or as an object. Although the body of its related report was out 

of our sample, we consulted it just for the purpose to disambiguate the nature of 

the metaphor. In the sentence "Pearson itself suffered a further blow from 

collapsing demand for education textbooks in North America", 'suffered' is a 

clear case of personification (1 [intransitive/transitive] to feel pain in your body 

or your mind, MED). Then, taking into account the coherence of the report, we 

marked H16/09 as a personification, for A COMPANY IS A PERSON. 

Fourthly, we have faced the difficulty of identify the precise nature of the 

metaphor that lies under 'wave' in the sentence "Retailers fear the rise of online 

shopping will lead to a wave of closures" (R21/098-110). According to MED, the 

more basic meaning of 'wave' would be "1a. line of water that rises up on the 

surface of a sea, lake, or river". We consider it to be a structural metaphor, 

whose possible mappings would cross to form BUSINESS IS A NATURAL 

FORCE OUT OF CONTROL or A COMPANY IS A SHIP. 

Only if we stretch too much the mappings which cross in these four 

examples, we are close to a war metaphor. Then, we have discarded the war 

metaphor in those four cases. Nevertheless, they are not congruent, or they are 

potentially incongruent, with the prevailing structural metaphor related to 
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competitiveness in our sample, BUSINESS IS A SPORT, as we will see later 

on. 

It may be thought, however, that there is not any chance tu use a war 

metaphor if competitiveness is not referred to. We devote next paragraphs to 

this issue.  

Rivalry is specifically alluded in headline H10: "(…) Mars settles name 

dispute with Hershey". We have found, however, just two ontological metaphors 

in the clause, and the body of the report (out of our sample) keeps on the same 

tone with the structural metaphor BUSINES IS A SPORT, through the 

compound noun "Sparring partners" ("1 someone who helps a boxer to train for 

a fight by taking the part of an opponent", MED). Fortunately, Internet proves 

that war metaphors could have been used in this context to conceptualise the 

name dispute between Mars and Hershey. The following headline, from online 

Canadian magazine The Walrus, dealt with the dispute between these two 

companies: "On the front lines of the battle to create chocolate that melts only in 

your mouth" (https://thewalrus.ca/hershey-v-mars/). 

'Targets', in the clause "(…) after hitting his performance targets" 

(R7/062-5), raises again the metaphor BUSINESS IS A SPORT, because its 

more basic meaning is "1. an object that you have to hit in a game or a sport". 

Likewise, the more basic meaning of 'performance' is "1. [countable] the act of 

performing a play, dance, or other form of entertainment". And again, in the 

same report, the metaphor BUSINESS IS A SPORT emerges in "amid stiff 

competition" (R7/085-7), because the more basic meaning of competition is "2. 

[countable] an organized event in which people try to win prizes by being better 

than other people". We highlight that the content of the report is referred to a 

situation of express competitiveness, although there is not any other company 

mentioned in the report. 

We have found another possible instance of the potential metaphor 

BUSINESS IS A SPORT or, more precisely, BUSINESS IS A RACE, in the 

phrase "last ditch sell-off" (H17/05-7). The most basic meaning of 'ditch' is "a 

long narrow hole dug along the side of a road or field, usually so that water can 

run into it". Nevertheless, we consider that the precise nature of this structural 

metaphor is very controversial. 
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We have found three cases of the metaphor BUSINESS IS A GAME: 

"German bid for the London Stock Exchange (…)" (H14/01-4), "Performance in 

2016 was solid (…)" (R19/055-9), and "A bid to save cash (…)" (R22/016-9). 

The more basic meaning of 'bid' is "2. [intransitive/transitive] to say that you 

think you will win a particular number of points in a card game". We have 

already mention the more basic meaning of 'performance' in R7/064: "1. 

[countable] the act of performing a play, dance, or other form of entertainment". 

We consider that competitiveness in the metaphor BUSINESS IS A 

GAME is, let say, light, but not absent at all. In an ontology of metaphorical 

competitiveness from stronger to lighter, we would go from WAR to GAME 

through SPORT. 

Although war metaphors are absent from our sample, they were present 

in the Market section of the Daily Mail between 20th and 26th March 2017. The 

headline of an article signed by J. D. said: "Next suffers first fall in profits since 

2008 as it battles against online rivals, subdued shoppers and the slump in the 

pound". It was published on 23rd March. In the body of the report, the same 

conceptual metaphor is repeated:  

 

"(…) the embattled retailer (…) it had been battling against (…) the retailer 
struggling (…) 'the flagship Directory business is no longer enjoying the field to 
itself, with intense competition' (…)" 
 

The presence of war metaphors in an article signed by a business 

analyst points to another important issue: a different metaphorical treatment of 

competitiveness by analyst J. D. and by the collective pseudonym City & 

Finance Reporter of our sample. Furthermore, in the excerpt above, the 

sentence "(…) the flagship Directory business (…)" is a quotation from R. H., 

Head of Research at Wilson King Investment Management. This sort of, let say, 

asymmetry in the use of war metaphors may be an indication of awareness, 

whether war metaphors have been used as a strong rhetorical device in articles 

or they have been deliberately omitted in reports, or both cases. We will return 

to this issue in section 4.3. 

Finally, we have found other kinds of structural metaphors in which 

business is one of the domains that cross. 
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In "a £3.5million long-term incentive plan vested" (R7/32-7), there is the 

possible metaphor A BUSINESS IS AN ARCHITECTURAL PLAN or A 

COMPANY IS A BUILDING. It is repeated in the clause "the long-term plan last 

year (…)" (R7/056-60). Thanks to the method, we have overcome the intrusion 

of the Spanish 'plan', whose more basic meaning differs from the English more 

basic meaning of 'plan': "3a. technical drawing that shows details of how a 

building, city, machine etc will be built or developed" ('plano' in Spanish). 

The metaphor A COMPANY IS A BUILDING is also possibly included in: 

"(…) losses at the lender" (H18/15-8), because the more basic meaning of the 

preposition 'at' is "1. used for stating where someone or something is / 1a. in a 

particular place". 

The metaphor A GROUP OF COMPANIES IS A CHAIN ("Budget 

footwear chain Brantano", H12/01-4) works in both Spanish and English; the 

more basic meaning of 'chain' is: "1 [countable/uncountable] a series of metal 

rings connected to each other, used for fastening, pulling, or lifting things". The 

contextual meaning is also registered in MED: "4 [countable] a group of 

businesses such as shops, hotels, or restaurants that all belong to the same 

person or company". Then, it is a lexicalised concept in business English, and 

close to the lighter extreme of the metaphorical continuum. 

It is possible that the most surprising structural metaphor we have found 

is MONEY IS FRUIT and/or MONEY IS A CAKE, in the specialised terms 

'windfall' and 'turnover'. 

 

 More basic meaning Specialised / contextual meaning 
Windfall 2 an apple or other fruit that has 

fallen from a tree. 
1 an amount of money that you get when 
you are not expecting it, especially a large 
amount. 

Turnover 3 [countable] a sweet food like a 
small pie, filled with fruit. 

1 [countable/uncountable] the value of the 
goods and services that a company sells in a 
particular period of time. 

 

 

 

 4.2.2. Ontological metaphors 

 

Ontological metaphors are a pervasive phenomenon in language. An 

ontological metaphor, such as MONEY IS  A LIQUID SUBSTANCE, allows us 
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to understand "our experiences in terms of entities or substances" (…), "When 

things are not clearly discrete or bounded, we still categorize them as such" 

(Lakoff, G. & Johnson, M., 2003, p 25). Almost 9 out of 10 metaphors in our 

sample are ontological metaphors. According to Lakoff & Johnson, "once we 

can identify our experiences as entities or substances, we can refer to them, 

categorize them, group them, and quantify them ─ and, by this means, reason 

about them" (2003, p 25). We have verified actually in our sample the existence 

of many ontological metaphors which are not peculiar to business language, like 

TIME IS A CONTAINER OBJECT, which helps us to deal with the complex 

reality of time. 

What is money? First answer says that money is "the coins and pieces of 

paper that you can use to pay for things" (MED). Nevertheless, when dealing 

with "around £35m" (H1/11-2) we are not thinking about coins or pieces of 

paper, but about an abstraction from money supply (see section 4.3). In order to 

think about it, we need to conceptualise it as an object or a place, taking into 

account that the more basic meaning of the preposition 'around' is "moving in a 

circular way". Other examples of the metaphors MONEY IS AN OBJECT or 

MONEY IS A PLACE have been found in "by £500k..." (H6/8), "Domino's boss 

made 5p off every pizza" (H7/01-7), and "trebling his pay packet to £4.5m" 

(H7/13-7), among others, and MONEY IS A LIQUID SUBSTANCE in "price drop 

caused" (H19/11-3). In other cases, money has been conceptualised like a 

person: "his total pay leap" (R7/25-8) and "a roughly £200m bonus pot" 

(R1/008-12). 

We have found more than eighty personifications in our sample. The 

most obvious personification dealing with business English is A COMPANY IS A 

PERSON: "The company has returned £4.3bn" (R1/037-40), "Lloyds appoints 

business expert" (H4/01-4), "the firm sold last year (…)" (H7/08-11), "he was 

hired by Domino's" (R7/044-7), "Homebuilder Bellway wary of backlash" (H9/01-

5), "it warned over Brexit" (H15/09-12) and "Co-op Banks begins talks" (H17/01-

3), among others. There are, nevertheless, more suggestive examples, such as 

the neologism 'zombi insurer' (R13/002-3), born thanks to its parent term 'zombi 

bank', which, according to the Wikipedia, refers to "a financial institution that 

has an economic net worth less than zero but continues to operate because its 

ability to repay its debts is shored up by implicit or explicit government credit 
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support". Or "London oil giant Vitol", being the most basic meaning of 'giant': "2 

an imaginary person in stories, who is extremely tall, strong, and often evil" 

(MED). 

In "It tries to reassure markets" (H17/09-12), it is the whole abstract 

reality of markets that is seen as people, because the most basic meaning of 'to 

reassure' is "to make someone feel less worried about something" (MED). 

Even AN AGREEMENT IS A LIVING BEING or A PERSON,  in 

"investment firm Endless revives Jones Bootmaker £11million deal" (H21/08).  

Nevertheless, we consider many personifications to be borderline cases, 

because we cannot ever decide whether the referential function is prevailing or 

not, that is, if we are not facing the personification A COMPANY IS A PERSON, 

but a metonymy, where the whole stands for the part. 

Prepositions work in many cases as metaphor flags. In MIPVU, a 

metaphor flag is a lexical unit which "functions as a signal that a cross-domain 

mapping may be at play" (Steen et Al., 2010, p 42). Is a phrase such as 'in 

sales' (R7/079-80) a metaphor? We have counted up to 11 cases of the 

preposition 'in' linked to a noun related to business English. If the noun is used 

metaphorically or not depends on whether it is an action, an event, an entitity or 

a substance. We have summed up our findings in the following table. 

 

Actions/events 

MRW 

Actions/events or 

entities 

WIDLII 

Concrete or abstract 

entities or substances 

Bid (R22/015) Sales (R7/080) Shares (H1/15) 

Sales (H9/06) Payments (R1/045) Dividends (R1/042) 

 The job (H18/13) Bonuses (R1/092) 

 Deal (R21/013) Benefits (R13/028) 

  Earnings (R13/049) 

  Liquid petrol (R19/100) 

 

Nevertheless, if we think of the clause "dividends and other payments", 

the grammatical arrangement seems to assign the same category to both 

nouns, although 'dividend' is an entity and 'payments' are actions. 
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4.2.3. Orientational metaphors 

 

An orientational metaphor "organizes a whole system of concepts with 

respect to one another", gives "a concept a spatial orientation" (Lakoff, G. & 

Johnson, M., 2003, p 14). 

We have verified in our sample that Lakoff & Johnson are right when they 

state that "there is an internal systematicity to each spatialization metaphor" 

(2003, p 17). MORE IS UP in "'ridiculous' £1m pay rise" (H11/06-10), repeated 

in "his annual bonus actually rose" (H13/052-6), "pay rise" (H16/04-5), "volumes 

of crude oil and products rose 16 per cent" (R19/020-7) and "the rise of online 

shopping"; and in "up 44 per cent" (R19/084-5 and R19/088-9). When increases 

are conceptualised differently, the expression becomes very inventive and 

suggestive, an example being the direct expression in R7/101-9, where pizzas 

sold last year are "enough to strecth from London to Detroit". 

We have already seen in section 4.2.1 the structural metaphor 

BUSINESS IS A GAME, in "hitting his perfomance targets" (R7/062-5), 

supported by the following "which included raising earnings per share by 69.8 

per cent" (R7/066-73), completing the orientational metaphor HAVING 

CONTROL OR FORCE IS UP. 

In business English, TO BE LISTED IS UP, in "The 160-year-old 

company was put up for sale" (R21/036-42). We have checked on the Internet 

the expression "put up for sale", and the search engine has shown more than 

twenty million results. 

One of the most meaningful metaphors in our sample has been precisely 

an orientational metaphor.  

Headline H12, on 22th March 2017, Wednesday, states that "Budget 

footwear chain Brantano falls into administration, putting 1,000 jobs at risk". "To 

fall into administration" is an idiom which belongs to the field of business 

English and it is not defined in the MacMIllan Dictionary, but we have found 

more than twenty thousand examples on the Internet. According to the 

Wikipedia, the idiom means "(…) a procedure under the insolvency laws of a 

number of common law jurisdictions". If we deal with it like an idiom, it wouldn't 
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be any metaphor related word. Nevertheless, this news was repeated on 26th 

March, Sunday, in the body of report R21, with a light variation: "Last week 

Alteri’s other shoe retailer, Brantano, went into administration, putting 1,000 

jobs at risk" (R21/083-97). We have found more than ninety thousand examples 

of the latter version of this idiom on the Internet. We consider that there are, 

combined, two orientational metaphors and an ontological metaphor. The 

substitution of the verb 'to fall' by the verb 'to go' is an indication of some 

awareness and hesitation from the writer. In R21 the verb 'to go' causes the 

ontological metaphor A COMPANY IS A PERSON (personification), while in 

H12 the verb 'to fall' causes the orientational metaphor BEING SUBJECT TO 

CONTROL OR FORCE IS DOWN. In both cases, the preposition 'into' causes 

the ontological metaphor ACTIONS ARE CONTAINER OBJECTS. The 

contextual meaning of 'administration' is "1a [uncountable] the process of being 

responsible for managing a business, organization, or institution" (MED), and its 

more basic meaning possibly "2 [countable] the government of a country". 

We highlight that in this orientational metaphor a vertical opposition has 

been drawn, where the company is up and a legal procedure is down. 

Furthermore, in both versions the risk of job loss is due to a legal procedure and 

not to the company's responsibility. 

 

 

4.3. On market, money and humans 

 

Our sample, with texts signed by City & Finance Reporter for the Daily 

Mail, is placed within a section called "Market". This title is an abstraction, and 

the texts which constitute our sample are part of the context of the title. As we 

have already seen, texts in our sample deal with issues related to companies, 

such as payments to executives, competitiveness between enterprises, 

production of goods, or firms which are put up for sale and sold. The title would 

be a metaphor related word if we consider that the more basic meaning of 

'market', according to the MacMillan English Dictionary, is "1 [countable] a 

public building or place where people sell goods on tables called stalls", while 

the contextual meaning of "market" is "6 [singular] economics. the economic 

system in which prices, salaries, and the supply of goods are controlled by what 
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and how much people buy". Throughout a historical process and by means of 

similarity, the medieval urban market, where people sold fruit and vegetables, 

handcrafted furniture or fabrics, has become a contemporary capitalist market, 

where even stalls and the building itself can be sold, and which takes place 

almost everywhere, even virtually. In fact, Samuelson & Nordhaus give a 

general definition, an abstraction, that would work like an umbrella term for all 

kinds of markets. Following their criterion, the word 'Market' in the title of this 

section of the Daily Mail would not be a metaphor related word. They define 

'market' as:  

 

An arrangement whereby buyers and sellers interact to determine the prices and 
quantities of a commodity. Some markets (such the stock market or a flea 
market) take place in pshysical locations; other markets are conducted over the 
telephone or are organized by computers (1989, p 976). 
 

"Market", in the Daily Mail, is one among twelve subsections of the 

general section "Money", which also includes "Saving & banking", "Investing", 

"Bills", "Cars", "Holidays", "Cards & loans", "Pensions", "Mortgages & home", 

"Experts", and "Buy-to-let". This hierarchical distribution Money>Market is not 

an arbritrary one. In fact, it describes a dependent relationship. If money was, in 

the medieval market, just an exchange value to buy food, garments or tools, not 

only companies or stalls are sold in contemporary capitalist market: even 

money is a good put up for sale and sold. Then, there is a clear difference 

between the most basic meaning of money, "a. the coins and pieces of paper 

that you can use to pay for things" (MED), and its contextual meaning in most 

instances we have found through our sample. It is true that our intuition says 

that money is in fact an object, because there is a type of money which is really 

an object (coins and banknotes, for example), but actually "money" in headlines 

and body of reports in our sample never refers to coins or banknotes, but to 

values. We consider the contextual meaning to be usually a mere abstraction, a 

value, whose conceptualisation in context needs to be made by means of the 

metaphor MONEY IS A PLACE or MONEY IS AN OBJECT. Nevertheless, in 

the title of the section of the Daily Mail, 'money' may refer to all kinds of money. 

Again we have consulted Samuelson & Nordhaus's book, in this case their 

definition of money supply: 
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Money supply: The narrowly defined money supply (M1) consists of 
coins, paper currency, plus all demand or checking deposits; this is 
narrow, or transactions, money. The broadly defined supply (M2) 
includes all items in M1 plus certain liquid assets or near moneis ─ 
saving deposits, money market funds, and the like (1989, p 978).  
 

Is 'Money' in the title of the section in the Daily Mail referring to money 

supply? or is it just an abstraction of the value of concrete money supply? 

From our point of view, following the cognitive linguistic approach, 

concrete markets and money supply dont derive from abstract market and 

abstract money, respectively, but the other way round: abstractions derive from 

concret market and money supplies. They would be abstract definitions made 

for academic purposes. 

They both, 'Money' and 'Market', in the titles of sections in the tabloid, are 

abstract terms that work metaphorically in our sample because abstract 

concepts have derived from a metaphorical conceptualisation and they are 

metaphorically conceptualised when used in context in our sample. 

To sum up, it is important to underline here that our sample is placed 

within the section "Market" within the section "Money" in a tabloid. We ask 

ourselves whether the metaphors we have found in our sample are coherent 

with this hierarchically dependent relationship or not. 

The orientational metaphors BEING SUBJECT TO CONTROL OR 

FORCE IS DOWN and TO BE LISTED IS UP fit perfectly on the general 

coherence of the sample. The same can be said about the ontological 

metaphors MONEY IS A PLACE, MONEY IS A LIQUID SUBSTANCE or A 

COMPANY IS A PERSON, and also about the structural metaphors A 

COMPANY IS A BUILDING, MONEY IS FRUIT and MONEY IS A CAKE. By the 

way, these two latter metaphors, in the terms 'windfall' and 'turnover' 

respectively, remind us the most basic meaning of market, as "a public building 

or place where people sell goods on tables called stalls". 

We have found, however, some incongruities in our sample. The 

structural metaphors  BUSINESS IS A NATURAL FORCE OUT OF CONTROL 

or A COMPANY IS A SHIP, A BOSS IS A GENERAL or A COMPANY IS AN 

ARMY and A COMPANY IS A TRIBE dont fit in the global coherence. 
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From our point of view, these incongruities may be an indication of the 

existence or several authors behind the collective pseudonym City & Finance 

Reporter or, on the contrary, an indication of the existence of several voices and 

some hesitations within an author only. Either option would fit likewise with this 

variety of tones, from seriousness to mockery, or vice-versa. 

We have had many doubts with BUSINESS IS A SPORT or BUSINESS 

IS A GAME, both prevailing structural metaphors in our sample. If we think of 

business as a sport or a game, we can see rules (law, money), 

fields/courts/playrooms (companies, stock markets), players (entrepreneurs, 

executives, shareholders, workers) and spectators (customers), but in the 

business English of our sample, many human players seem to be almost 

absent. 

Bosses, executives and presidents or chairmen, 'top brass' people, are 

referred in eight headlines and four bodies of report. Shareholders are referred 

just twice in our sample (R1 and R22). We have found just one worker: an 

anonymous spokesman (R1). Finally, we can add the celebrity Mary Berry, who 

was hired to advertise (H3). 

What is more meaningful, we have been given the names of executives 

in eight texts (R1, H6, R7, H11, H13 and R13, R19 and R21), and in some 

cases we know even how old they are (H6, R7, H13 and R13), and their civil 

status and how many children they have (R13). Shareholders are mentioned 

with the plural of reference. And finally, workers, except the anonymous 

spokesman and the TV celebrity, are simply omitted in our sample, although 

they may be implicit in those "1000 jobs at risk" (H12 and R21), by means of a 

dubious metonymy, if we admit that 'jobs' is referring to workers. Therefore, if 

we are allowed to draw an ontology with the human actors in the ideal company 

of our sample, we will see that it goes from executives to workers through 

shareholders, showing a decreasing and partially dehumanized 

conceptualisation of business. 
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5. Conclusions 

 

 

If we were pupils of Socrates, we would say that we knew nothing about 

metaphors before writting this study, and that we know nothing about 

metaphors once we have finished it. But we are closer to Protagoras. 

In fact, we think that we believed we knew what a metaphor is before 

doing this study, and now we are in front of a landscape with some doubts and 

some new certainties. 

Despite doubts, misunderstandings and mistakes, the method we have 

applied has shown some advantages. We have had to focus on a very small 

sample and we will not be able to extrapolate our results, but this method has 

forced us to a very attentive reading, a familiarisation with the language style 

and resources of selected texts, probably a light development of our skills in 

various fields of linguistics (syntax, grammar, semantics, discourse analysis) 

and to an attempt to the comprehension of the conceptualisation of business 

English in our sample. 

We have proved MIPVU to be a fruitful method for the identification of the 

existence of orientational, ontological and structural metaphors: despite 

mistakes and wrongs, we have identified many conceptual metaphors. 

Therefore, we think that Lakoff & Johnson's theory is basically right and that 

MIPVU is basically well oriented: the method works. Thanks to this method, we 

hope to have been able to overcome some of the problems raised by business 

English in our sample. 

We have experienced the existence of a metaphorical continuum. We 

agree with the argument that conceptualisation and unawereness are 

compatible ─ metaphorical conceptualisation and unawareness both from the 

part of the speaker/writter and of the hearer/reader. We ourselves are not 

usually aware of the existence of the ontological metaphor ACTIONS ARE 

OBJECTS, although we conceptualise actions thanks to it. 

We may paraphrase the potential metaphorical conceptualisation of 

business English in our sample in the following way: 
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Companies are dependent on markets, and markets are dependent on 

money. Money is in fact a person, a place, or even fruit and a cake, depending 

on the context. Companies are people who make products, statements and 

decisions. Competitiveness between companies is like a sport, in which they 

can reach targets or fail and be sold to other companies. Their very well paid 

leaders are characterised people worthy of mockery. On the contrary, 

shareholders are anonymous, and these companies lack workers, whose jobs 

are at risk by responsibility of no one, but administration itself. Selling is up, 

while administration is down. Then, sometimes business seems to be a natural 

force out of control. In other cases, it seems just a game of chance. 

 

We have observed that systematicity is broken in our sample. 

In section 4.3., we have seen that metaphor BUSINESS IS A SPORT 

lacks systematicity. The metaphorical conceptualisation is not always coherent 

due to the existence of several voices, a kind of heteroglossia, that is, the 

discursive practice by which "texts often contain the various voices that have 

been involved in their production (reported voices or voices that are taken on as 

if they were the author's own)" (Alba-Juez, L., 2009). 

We have also detected a partially dehumanized conceptualisation of 

business that doesn't fit with the metaphor BUSINESS IS A SPORT, because 

executives are well characterised, shareholders are anonymous and workers 

are omitted, although possibly implicit by means of a dubious metonymy. 

Furthermore, no human seems to be responsible of failures and damages.  

From our point of view, these three latter features, heteroglossia, a 

partially dehumanized conceptualisation and irresponsibility, have been verified 

in the metaphorical ground, as we have seen in section 4 ("Results"). 

Nevertheless, they cannot be fully explained by such a metaphorical system, 

because they are expressed by means of incongruities in that system. 

In other words, we can see that the study of metaphors is necessary but 

not enough to understand the metaphorical conceptualisation itself.  

In orden to try to explain these incongruities, we need to resort to a 

broader theoretical framework, in which the study of metaphors might be 

included. The detected heteroglossia points to the discipline of discourse 

analysis, whereas the existence of both the partially dehumanized 
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conceptualisation and irresponsibility may play a part in a discursive system of 

interpretable cultural values, that is, an axiology. Further study is needed. 



 39

6. Glossary 

 

Axiology. 1. Theory or science of values. 2. System of values. 

 Values are present both in epistemology and ethics, among other fields 

of activity (politics, economy…), and they are in fact interpreted by 

subjects. 

Basic meaning. According to Steen et Al. (2010, p 35), "a more basic meaning 

of a lexical unit is defined as a more concrete, specific, and human-

oriented sense in the contemporary language use. Since these meanings 

are basic, they are always to be found in a general users' dictionary. A 

meaning cannot be more basic if it is not in a contemporary users' 

dictionary". 

Conceptual map. What the mind of a speaker/hearer or a writer/reader 

conceptualise when understanding a conceptual domain, such as 

SPORT. 

Conceptual metaphor. In a conceptual metaphor, a conceptual domain is 

understood in terms of another conceptual domain. Conceptual 

metaphors are conventionally written in capital letters. There are three 

kinds of conceptual metaphors according to Lakoff & Johnson: structural, 

ontological and orientational. 

.Contextual meaning. "Contextual meaning of a lexical unit is the meaning it has 

in the situation in which it is used. It may be conventionalized and 

attested, and will then be found in a general users' dictionary; but it may 

also be novel, specialised, or highly specific, in which case it cannot be 

found in a general users' dictionary" (Steen et al., 2010, p 33). 

Cross-domain mapping. What the mind of a speaker/hearer or a writer/reader 

conceptualise when understanding a conceptual metaphor, such as 

BUSINESS IS A NATURAL FORCE OUT OF CONTROL. 

Heteroglossia. The discursive practice by which "texts often contain the various 

voices that have been involved in their production (reported voices or 

voices that are taken on as if they were the author's own)" (Alba-Juez, L., 

2009). 
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Lexical item. According to Steen et Al. (2010), "for theoretical reasons, we will 

call the word a 'lexical unit'" (p 27). Compound nouns, phrasal verbs, and 

proper names, are also treated as "single lexical units" by MIPVU (p 28). 

Metaphor. Traditionally, metaphor has been seen as a figure of speech in which 

a thing is described in terms of another, for rhetorical effect. In other 

words, a target domain is described in terms of a source domain. 

Metaphor flag. In MIPVU, it is a lexical unit which "functions as a signal that a 

cross-domain mapping may be at play" (Steen et Al., 2010, p 42). 

Metonymy. In a metonymy, "we are using one entity to refer to another that is 

related to it" (Lakoff, G. & Johnson, M., 2003, p 35). In a synecdoche, a 

special case of metonymy, "the part stands for the whole" (p 36). 

Metonymy has "primarily a referential function, that is, it allows us to use 

one entity to stand for another" (p 36). According to Steen et al., "in 

cognitive linguistics metaphor is a mapping across two similar but 

contrastive conceptual domains, whereas metonymic mappings remain 

within one conceptual domain" (2010, p 79). 

Ontological metaphor. An ontological metaphor, such as MONEY IS  A LIQUID 

SUBSTANCE, allows us to understand "our experiences in terms of 

entities or substances" (…), "When things are not clearly discrete or 

bounded, we still categorize them as such" (Lakoff, G. & Johnson, M., 

2003, p 25). 

Ontology. "A collection of concepts that structures information and allows the 

user to view it. Since concepts are organized into hierarchies, each 

concept is related to its super- and sub-concepts. All this forms the basis 

for inheriting defined attributes and relations from more general to more 

specific concepts" (Goded Rambaud, M. et al., 2015, p 279). 

Orientational metaphor. An orientational metaphor, such as TO BE LISTED IS 

UP, "organizes a whole system of concepts with respect to one another", 

gives "a concept a spatial orientation" (Lakoff, G. & Johnson, M., 2003, p 

14). 

Structural metaphor. In a structural metaphor, such as ARGUMENT IS WAR, a 

concept is "partially structured, understood, performed, and talked about 

in terms of" another concept (Lakoff, G. & Johnson, M., 2003, p 5). 
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Systematic sample. A sample of items (texts) chosen from a larger group of 

items (texts) by means of selecting a starting point and then applying a 

regular interval. 
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Appendix 

I. Sample 

 
Week from 20 to 26 March 2017 
 
20 March 2017, Monday 
 
H1 
Bosses of engineering turnaround group in line for bonuses of around £35m each in shares 
under incentive scheme coming to fruition 
By City & Finance Reporter for the Daily Mail 
PUBLISHED: 21:52 GMT, 20 March 2017 | UPDATED: 21:52 GMT, 20 March 2017 
Source: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/money/markets/article-4332626/A-35m-bonus-boss-
engineer-Melrose.html 
 
R1 
Top brass at Melrose Industries will share around 70 per cent of a roughly £200m bonus pot 
likely to be confirmed at the end of May. 
The payout will make executives Simon Peckham, Geoffrey Martin, David Roper and 
Christopher Miller among the best paid in the City. 
The company has returned £4.3bn in dividends and other payments to shareholders over the 
past five years, meaning the payouts are unlikely to generate a shareholder backlash. 
A spokesman for the company said: ‘We’ve kept investors completely up to date on this since 
the scheme was approved in 2012.’ 
In 2015, Melrose Industries’ chief executive Peckham earned £929,000 including £394,000 in 
bonuses, while chairman Miller earned £533,000 as did vice-chairman Roper. Finance director 
Martin earned £753,000. 
 
H2 
Delegates from Paris back in London to woo City’s leading digital firms to France after Brexit 
By City & Finance Reporter for the Daily Mail 
PUBLISHED: 21:52 GMT, 20 March 2017 | UPDATED: 22:47 GMT, 20 March 2017 
Source: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/money/markets/article-4332684/Paris-delegates-London-
woo-City-s-digital-firms.html 
  
H3 
Former Great British Bake Off judge Mary Berry brought in by baker Finsbury Food Group to 
release range of cakes 
By City & Finance Reporter for the Daily Mail 
PUBLISHED: 21:52 GMT, 20 March 2017 | UPDATED: 23:04 GMT, 20 March 2017 
Source: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/money/markets/article-4332576/Mary-Berry-boost-baker-
Finsbury-Food-Group.html 
  
H4 
Lloyds appoints business expert to investigate whether it should compensate customers who 
were victims of fraud committed by HBOS staff 
By City & Finance Reporter for the Daily Mail 
PUBLISHED: 21:52 GMT, 20 March 2017 | UPDATED: 21:52 GMT, 20 March 2017 
Source: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/money/markets/article-4332922/Lloyds-appoints-business-
expert-probe-HBOS-fraudsters.html  
 
H5 
Uber's president resigns amid claims of sexism and sexual harassment among management at 
taxi app firm 
By City & Finance Reporter for the Daily Mail 
PUBLISHED: 21:52 GMT, 20 March 2017 | UPDATED: 22:43 GMT, 20 March 2017 
Source: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/money/markets/article-4332658/Uber-s-president-resigns-
taxi-app-firm-claims.html 
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21 March 2017, Tuesday 
 
H6 
Adam Crozier, 53, chief exec, ITV, sees pay slashed by £500k... but still rakes in £3.4m 
By City & Finance Reporter for the Daily Mail 
PUBLISHED: 23:51 GMT, 21 March 2017 | UPDATED: 23:51 GMT, 21 March 2017 
Source: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/money/markets/article-4336208/IN-MONEY-Adam-Crozier-
chief-exec-ITV-earns-3-4m.html 
 
H7 
Domino's boss made 5p off every pizza the firm sold last year - trebling his pay packet to £4.5m 
By City & Finance Reporter for the Daily Mail 
PUBLISHED: 23:03 GMT, 21 March 2017 | UPDATED: 23:30 GMT, 21 March 2017 
Source: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/money/markets/article-4336274/Domino-s-boss-5p-pizza-
firm-sold.html 
 
R7 
The chief executive of Domino's Pizza has more than trebled his pay packet after pocketing 
£4.5mililon – about 5p for every pizza the firm made. 
David Wild, 61, saw his total pay leap by £3.2million after a £3.5million long-term incentive plan 
vested.  
Father-of-four Wild was handed 947,652 shares when he was hired by Domino's in 2014. 
He secured a full pay out through the long-term plan last year after hitting his performance 
targets, which included raising earnings per share by 69.8 per cent. 
Domino's announced a sharp slowdown in sales growth earlier this month amid stiff competition 
and lacklustre demand for its Winter Survival deal. 
However, it still sold 89m pizzas last year – enough to stretch from London to Detroit. 
 
H8 
Government borrowing at lowest level for a decade as families pay a record £18.1bn of self-
assessment income tax 
By City & Finance Reporter for the Daily Mail 
PUBLISHED: 23:42 GMT, 21 March 2017 | UPDATED: 23:43 GMT, 21 March 2017 
Source: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/money/news/article-4336092/Government-borrowing-lowest-
level-decade.html 
 
H9 
Homebuilder Bellway wary of backlash over the sale of new-build homes with leases 
By City & Finance Reporter for the Daily Mail 
PUBLISHED: 23:40 GMT, 21 March 2017 | UPDATED: 23:40 GMT, 21 March 2017 
Source:  http://www.dailymail.co.uk/money/news/article-4336094/Homebuilder-Bellway-wary-
leasehold-scandal.html 
  
H10 
Maltesers to be sold in the US for the first time after Mars settles name dispute with Hershey 
By City & Finance Reporter for the Daily Mail 
PUBLISHED: 23:50 GMT, 21 March 2017 | UPDATED: 23:50 GMT, 21 March 2017 
Source: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/money/markets/article-4336200/Maltesers-sold-time.html  
 
 
22 March 2017, Wednesday 
 
H11 
British Gas chief Iain Conn slammed over 'ridiculous' £1m pay rise that takes his earning to 
£4.1m 
By City & Finance Reporter for the Daily Mail 
PUBLISHED: 21:51 GMT, 22 March 2017 | UPDATED: 21:51 GMT, 22 March 2017 
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Source: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/money/news/article-4340068/British-Gas-chief-Iain-Conn-
slammed-1m-pay-rise.html  
 
H12 
Budget footwear chain Brantano falls into administration, putting 1,000 jobs at risk 
By City & Finance Reporter for the Daily Mail 
PUBLISHED: 21:51 GMT, 22 March 2017 | UPDATED: 21:51 GMT, 22 March 2017 
Source: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/money/news/article-4340202/Budget-footwear-chain-
Brantano-falls-administration.html 
 
H13 
Clive Bannister, 58, chief exec, Phoenix Group, pockets £2.8m despite firm's £128m loss 
By City & Finance Reporter for the Daily Mail 
PUBLISHED: 21:51 GMT, 22 March 2017 | UPDATED: 21:51 GMT, 22 March 2017 
Source: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/money/markets/article-4340164/IN-MONEY-Clive-Bannister-
chief-exec-Phoenix-Group.html  
 
R13 
The zombie insurer Phoenix Group saw its boss pocket £2.8million – despite it suffering a 
£128million loss. 
Clive Bannister, 58, picked up a £700,000 base salary in 2016, along with £16,000 in benefits 
and £123,000 towards his pension.  
He also trousered £1.1million under a long-term bonus plan. 
And despite the drop in earnings at Phoenix, his annual bonus actually rose from £861,000 to 
£883,000. 
Bannister, who is married and has three sons, saw his overall pay packet drop by £73,000 from 
2015. 
 
H14 
German bid for the London Stock Exchange 'will be rejected by competition chiefs within days' 
By City & Finance Reporter for the Daily Mail 
PUBLISHED: 21:51 GMT, 22 March 2017 | UPDATED: 21:51 GMT, 22 March 2017 
Source: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/money/markets/article-4339980/German-bid-LSE-rejected-
days.html  
 
H15 
New Screwfix stores prop up B&Q's owner Kingfisher as it warned over Brexit and the French 
elections 
By City & Finance Reporter for the Daily Mail 
PUBLISHED: 21:51 GMT, 22 March 2017 | UPDATED: 21:51 GMT, 22 March 2017 
Source: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/money/markets/article-4340246/New-Screwfix-stores-prop-
B-Q-s-owner-Kingfisher.html 
 
 
23 March 2017, Thursday 
 
(Not matches found, probably due to the terrorist attack in London the day before) 
 
 
24 March 2017, Friday 
 
H16 
Anger at 20% pay rise for boss of stricken publisher Pearson 
By City & Finance Reporter for the Daily Mail 
PUBLISHED: 21:51 GMT, 24 March 2017 | UPDATED: 21:51 GMT, 24 March 2017 
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Source: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/money/markets/article-4347134/Anger-20-pay-rise-boss-
publisher-Pearson.html  
 
[We paste the text just to check if “stricken” is a metaphor in context] 
The boss of stricken publisher Pearson pocketed a 20 per cent pay rise last year, even as his 
firm plunged even further into the red. 
John Fallon took home a total of £1.5million in 2016, up from £1.3million the year before. 
His generous earnings boost came as Pearson itself suffered a further blow from collapsing 
demand for education textbooks in North America.  
 
H17 
Co-op Bank begins talks for last ditch sell-off as it tries to reassure markets it can find a buyer 
By City & Finance Reporter for the Daily Mail 
PUBLISHED: 21:51 GMT, 24 March 2017 | UPDATED: 21:51 GMT, 24 March 2017 
  
H18 
Credit Suisse boss enjoys a £9.6m windfall for his first year in the job - despite losses at the 
lender 
By City & Finance Reporter for the Daily Mail 
PUBLISHED: 21:51 GMT, 24 March 2017 | UPDATED: 21:51 GMT, 24 March 2017 
Source: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/money/markets/article-4347064/Credit-Suisse-boss-enjoys-
9-6m-windfall-year.html 
 
H19 
London oil giant Vitol trades 2.6 billion barrels a year - but price drop caused turnover to fall 9% 
By City & Finance Reporter for the Daily Mail 
PUBLISHED: 21:51 GMT, 24 March 2017 | UPDATED: 21:51 GMT, 24 March 2017 
Source: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/money/markets/article-4347026/London-oil-giant-Vitol-
trades-2-6-billion-barrels-year.html   
 
R19 
The world’s largest independent energy trader said it is shifting more than 7million barrels of oil 
every day. 
Vitol said volumes of crude oil and products rose 16 per cent to 2.6billion barrels for 2016. 
But the lower average oil price over the year caused turnover to fall 9 per cent to £121billion, 
the company said yesterday. 
Chief executive Ian Taylor said: ‘Performance in 2016 was solid despite challenging market 
conditions.’ 
Vitol, which has its head office in London though it is listed in the Netherlands, said the largest 
growth had come from gasoline, up 44 per cent, and gas oil, up 26 per cent, due to increased 
demand in the US and Australia. 
Its trades in liquid petrol gas also increased by 131 per cent and it said it expected LPG to start 
replacing solid fuels for cooking in Africa and Asia. 
It is working with power plants and light industry in Africa to help them move from burning fuel 
oil and diesel to LPG. 
Coal volumes also increased due to new coal-fired power stations in Asia, it said. 
Vitol is focused on developing the Sankofa Gye Nyame fields off Ghana, which are operated by 
Italian oil major Eni.  
It is hoped the development will provide enough gas to fuel most of the thermal power sector in 
Ghana to 2036. 
 
H20 
Tritax Big Box - Real estate investment trust is in the FTSE 250 but not well known 
By City & Finance Reporter for the Daily Mail 
PUBLISHED: 21:51 GMT, 24 March 2017 | UPDATED: 21:51 GMT, 24 March 2017 
Source: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/money/investing/article-4347240/SHARE-PUNT-WEEK-
Tritax-Big-Box.html  
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25 March 2017, Saturday 
 
[No articles signed by City & Finance Reporter were published] 
 
 
26 March 2017, Sunday 
 
H21 
800 jobs rescued as investment firm Endless revives Jones Bootmaker £11million deal 
By City & Finance Reporters for the Daily Mail 
PUBLISHED: 21:47 BST, 26 March 2017 | UPDATED: 21:57 BST, 26 March 2017 
Source: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/money/markets/article-4351168/800-jobs-Jones-Bootmaker-
saved-11-million-deal.html  
 
R21 
Footwear retailer Jones Bootmaker has been bought by private equity firm Endless in an £11m 
deal, saving around 840 jobs. 
But 262 jobs will be lost at 25 stores and six concessions considered underperforming and not 
part of the deal. 
The 160-year-old company was put up for sale by owners Alteri Investors last month. 
Endless partner Andrew Smith, who led the investment into Jones, said: ‘There is a lot of work 
to be done to secure long-term stability, but we are delighted to be working with the team and 
can see the opportunities for an exciting future.’ 
Last week Alteri’s other shoe retailer, Brantano, went into administration, putting 1,000 jobs at 
risk. Retailers fear the rise of online shopping will lead to a wave of closures. 
Will Wright, a partner at KPMG and joint administrator, said: ‘This deal recognises the value of 
Jones as a strong and popular brand.’ 
 
H22 
Europe's top banks relying heavily on stashing profits offshore in tax havens to save cash 
By City & Finance Reporter for the Daily Mail 
PUBLISHED: 21:40 BST, 26 March 2017 | UPDATED: 21:40 BST, 26 March 2017 
Source: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/money/news/article-4351208/Europe-s-banks-relying-
heavily-tax-havens.html 
 
R22 
The 20 biggest banks in Europe have been accused of funnelling £18bn of profits through tax 
havens in a bid to save cash. 
A report by Oxfam claimed one in every four pounds of profit made by these giant lenders in 
2015 was booked in a low-tax nation. 
British banks were found to have made £9bn in countries defined as tax havens by the charity – 
or 67 per cent of their global profits. 
 Oxfam said that in Luxembourg alone – the secretive state once run by European Commission 
president Jean-Claude Juncker – the four largest lenders reported £4.2bn of profits, more than 
they claimed to have made in the UK, Sweden and Germany combined. 
Because profits are taxed in the country where they are earned, this allows them to keep their 
bills down and dole more money out to bosses and shareholders. 
However, industry experts argued Oxfam’s approach was flawed. The British Bankers’ 
Association said: ‘The UK banks listed comply with the HMRC Code of Practice.’ 
 
[Note: 26th March, Sunday, only two reports by City & Finance Reporter were published, less 
than the five articles we expected]. 
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War Metaphors in texts out of the sample: 
 
Top Tory calls for a simple system to keep finance firms safe from cyber attacks 
By City & Finance Reporter for the Daily Mail 
PUBLISHED: 21:51 GMT, 22 March 2017 | UPDATED: 08:48 GMT, 23 March 2017 
Source: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/money/markets/article-4340102/DAILY-BRIEFING-Tory-
calls-simple-cyber-defence.html 
 

 
Next suffers first fall in profits since 2008 as it battles against online rivals, subdued shoppers 
and the slump in the pound 
 Underlying annual pre-tax profits fell by 3.8% to £790.2m last year 
 Shoppers shunning clothes buying as inflation rises and wages stagnate 
 In contrast fashion chain Ted Baker reported annual profits up 4.4% to £61.3m 
By Jane Denton for Thisismoney 
PUBLISHED: 09:46 GMT, 23 March 2017 | UPDATED: 09:57 GMT, 23 March 2017 
Source: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/money/markets/article-4341536/Next-suffers-fall-profits-
2008.html  
 
High street retailer Next suffered its first profit fall for eight years in 2016 and has warned that 
2017 is set to be 'another tough year.' 
With inflation rising and wages stagnating, shoppers were spending less on clothing last year 
and the group's underlying pre-tax profits fell 3.8 per cent to £790.2million. 
Facing higher costs since sterling's depreciation after June's Brexit vote, the embattled retailer 
has hiked prices by 4 per cent in the last few months and warned 'pricing pressure' could remain 
an issue over the next half. 
The FTSE 100 retailer said that it had been battling against a toxic mix of 'economic, cyclical 
and internal factors working against us.' 
Chief executive Lord Wolfson admitted last year's sales woes were partly down to its product 
range, with its lines missing the wardrobe staples Next is renowned for, such as easy-to-wear 
work clothing lines in a range of colours. 
John Barton, Next's chairman, said: 'Trading conditions in the year ahead will continue to be 
tough, however I believe that by focusing on our core strengths, as we did during 2008, we will 
see Next emerge from this period stronger than before.' 
But, with the retailer struggling to keep up with fast-paced online rivals with low overheads like 
Boohoo and Misguided, analysts are not so optimistic. 
Naeem Aslam, chief market analyst at Think Markets UK, said: 'The number released by Next 
today was nothing short of a disaster. 
'There is no denial in saying that higher inflation is biting retailers, but the reality is that Next has 
its own specific issues which are hunting its outlook.  
'Their online presence and fashion trend are lacking the very spice which consumers crave.' 
The group's total sales fell by 0.3 per cent, while sales of full price items in stores fell by 4.6 per 
cent.  
While in-store sales remained sluggish, Next's online and catalogue business did better, with 
sales up 4 per cent to £1.7billion. 
Next said it remains 'extremely cautious' about its trading outlook and is expecting a further fall 
in profits to around £680million to £780million this year. 
The retailer's poor results had been expected and follow a 'disastrous' trading update at the 
start of the year, which boss Lord Wolfson blamed on a slowdown in spending on clothes as 
shoppers opt to eat out or go to the cinema. 
The group's share price is up 5.96 per cent to 4,116.50p this morning, after falling around 14 per 
cent last week. 
Next's shareholders will be paid a dividend of 105p per share in August, taking the year's total 
dividends to 158p a share, which is unchanged from a year ago. 
Richard Hunter, Head of Research at Wilson King Investment Management, said: 'Next is in a 
difficult spot at the moment, with both sectoral and specific issues to confront. 
'On a wider basis, the weakness of sterling has lifted import costs, whilst there may also be a 
trend developing of the consumer moving spending away from clothing. 
'Meanwhile, the flagship Directory business is no longer enjoying the field to itself, with intense 
competition resulting in pressure on both customer numbers and inevitably margins,' Hunter 
added.  
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'Some of the sting had been taken out of the story by Next’s lower profit guidance in January; 
nonetheless, the outlook from the company is extremely cautious.'  
'Whilst some of this caution is embedded in Next’s traditional ability to talk down the outlook and 
then over-deliver, latterly there has been a shift towards the bearish view actually coming to 
fruition.'   
Ted Baker enjoys profits hike as online sales soar. 
In sharp contrast to Next, high-street fashion chain Ted Baker enjoyed a 4.4 per cent increase 
in pre-tax profits to £61.3million last year. 
Revenues increased by 16.4 per cent, as the group enjoyed strong online sales and continued 
with their international expansion plans. Online revenue grew 35.1 per cent to £72.3million. 
Chief executive Ray Kelvin said: 'We have continued to trade well and develop despite a 
backdrop of ongoing external challenges across our global markets.  
'This success reflects the strength and appeal of the brand as well as the outstanding quality of 
our collections.' 
In January, Mr Kelvin vowed that shoppers will not be subjected to price hikes this year with the 
combination of hedging against currency fluctuations and a dollar-denominated income from its 
US operations helping to mitigate the collapse in sterling following the Brexit vote. 
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II. Database 

 

code lexical unit word class remarks MIPVU 
code 

type of metaphor 

H1/01 Bosses noun  - - -  

H1/02 of preposition  - - -  

H1/03 engineering adjective  - - -  

H1/04 turnaround noun  - - -  

H1/05 group verb  - - -  

H1/06 in preposition More basic meaning: 
"inside a container, room, 
building, vehicle etc". 

- - -  

H1/07 line noun more basic meaning: "row 
of people/things". 
 
 

- - -  

H1/08 for preposition More basic meaning: "3b. 
used for saying how far 
something reaches, or 
how far someone goes". 

- - -  

H1/09 bonuses noun  - - -  

H1/10 of preposition  - - -  

H1/11 around preposition More basic meaning: 
"moving in a circular way" 

MRW Ontological./MONEY IS 
AN OBJECT, MONEY 
IS A PLACE 

H1/12 £35m figure of 
money 

 - - -  

H1/13 each pronoun  - - -  

H1/14 in preposition  - - -  

H1/15 shares noun  - - -  

H1/16 under preposition More basic meaning: "1a. 
directly below or at a 
lower level than 
something". 

MRW Orientational./ 

H1/17 incentive noun/adjective  - - -  

H1/18 scheme noun  - - -  

H1/19 coming verb "Idiom" - - -  

H1/20 to preposition More basic meaning: 
"used for saying the place 
where someone or 
something goes". 

MRW Ontological./ACTIONS 
ARE PLACES 

H1/21 fruition noun "the result that you 
wanted to achieve from a 
plan or idea". 

- - -  

            

R1/001 Top brass noun More basic meaning: "the 
people with the highest 
status in an organization, 
especially the armed 
forces". 

WIDLII Structural./CHEF 
EXECUTIVES ARE 
GENERALS, as part of 
BUSINESS IS A WAR 
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R1/002 at preposition "1. used for stating where 
someone or something is / 
1a. in a particular place". 

MRW Ontological./COMPANI
ES ARE PLACES 

R1/003 Melrose 
Industries 

noun  - - -  

R1/004 will share verb  - - -  

R1/005 around preposition More basic meaning: 
"moving in a circular way" 

MRW Ontological./PERCENT
AGES ARE OBJECTS 

R1/006 70 per cent percentage  - - -  

R1/007 of preposition  - - -  

R1/008 a determiner    

R1/009 roughly adjective More basic meaning: "in a 
way that is not gentle". 
Non-gentle. 

MRW Ontological./MONEY IS 
A RUDE PERSON 

R1/010 £200m figure of 
money 

 - - -  

R1/011 bonus noun  - - -  

R1/012 pot noun More basic meaning: "a 
deep round metal 
container used for cooking 
food in on a cooker". 
Lexicalized. 

MRW Structural./ 

R1/013 likely adjective  - - -  

R1/014 to be verb  - - -  

R1/015 confirmed verb  - - -  

R1/016 at preposition "1. used for stating where 
someone or something is / 
1a. in a particular place". 

MRW Ontological./TIME IS A 
CONTAINER 

R1/017 the determiner  - - -  

R1/018 end noun More basic meaning: "the 
place that is furthest away 
from the centre of a long 
area or object". We are 
not sure. 

MRW Ontological./TIME IS A 
CONTAINER 

R1/019 of preposition  - - -  

R1/020 May. noun  - - -  

R1/021 The determiner  - - -  

R1/022 payout noun  - - -  

R1/023 will make verb More basic meaning: "to 
create or produce 
something by working". 

MRW Ontological./personifica
tion. MONEY IS A 
PERSON 

R1/024 executives noun  - - -  

R1/025 Simon 
Peckham, 

noun  - - -  

R1/026 Geoffrey Martin, noun  - - -  

R1/027 David Roper noun  - - -  

R1/028 and conjunction  - - -  

R1/029 Christopher 
Miller  

noun  - - -  

R1/030 among preposition More basic meaning: "4a. 
in a place surrounded by 
people or things". 

MRW Ontological./STATES 
ARE CONTAINERS 

R1/031 the determiner  - - -  

R1/032 best adjective  - - -  
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R1/033 paid adjective  - - -  

R1/034 in preposition More basic meaning: 
"inside a container, room, 
building, vehicle etc". 

MRW Ontological./A LAND 
AREA, CITY OR 
COUNTRY IS A 
CONTAINER 

R1/035 the determiner  - - -  

R1/036 City. noun  - - -  

R1/037 The determiner  - - -  

R1/038 company noun  - - -  

R1/039 has returned verb More basic meaning: "to 
put, send, or take 
something back to the 
place where it came 
from". 

MRW Ontological./personifica
tion.A COMPANY IS A 
PERSON./ 

R1/040 £4.3bn figure of 
money 

 - - -  

R1/041 in preposition More basic meaning: 
"inside a container, room, 
building, vehicle etc". 

- - -  

R1/042 dividends noun More basic meaning: "a 
number that is going to be 
divided by another 
number". 

- - -  

R1/043 and conjunction conjunction - - -  

R1/044 other determiner  - - -  

R1/045 payments noun  WIDLII Ontological./ACTIONS 
ARE CONTAINER 
OBJECTS 

R1/046 to preposition More basic meaning: 
"used for saying the place 
where someone or 
something goes". 

- - -  

R1/047 shareholders noun  - - -  

R1/048 over preposition More basic meaning: "1a. 
in a higher position above 
someone or something, 
without touching them". 

MRW Ontological./TIME IS A 
CONTAINER 

R1/049 the determiner  - - -  

R1/050 past adjective More basic meaning: 
"passing a person, place, 
or thinggoing near 
someone or something 
while you are on your way 
to another place". 

MRW Ontological./TIME IS A 
CONTAINER 

R1/051 five determiner  - - -  

R1/052 years, noun  - - -  

R1/053 meaning verb More basic meaning: "to 
refer to someone or 
something when you are 
talking, looking, pointing 
etc at them" 

MRW Ontological./ACTIONS 
ARE OBJECTS 

R1/054 the determiner  - - -  

R1/055 payouts noun  - - -  

R1/056 are verb  - - -  

R1/057 unlikely adjective  - - -  

R1/058 to generate verb More basic meaning: "to 
make money".  

WIDLII Structural./PEOPLE 
REACTIONS ARE 
MONEY 
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R1/059 a determiner  - - -  

R1/060 shareholder noun  - - -  

R1/061 backlash. noun  - - -  
R1/062 A determiner  - - -  

R1/063 spokesman noun  - - -  

R1/064 for preposition More basic meaning: "3b. 
used for saying how far 
something reaches, or 
how far someone goes". 

- - -  

R1/065 the determiner  - - -  

R1/066 company noun  - - -  

R1/067 said: verb  - - -  

R1/068 "We pronoun  - - -  

R1/069 have kept (up) phrasal verb More basic meaning: "to 
make someone or 
something stay in a state, 
position, or place". 

- - -  

R1/070 investors noun  - - -  

R1/071 completely adverb More basic meaning: "if 
something is done 
completely, every part of it 
is done" 

MRW  

R1/072 (have kept) up preposition see R1/069 - - -  

R1/073 to preposition More basic meaning: 
"used for saying the place 
where someone or 
something goes". 

MRW Ontological./TIME IS 
AN OBJECT 

R1/074 date noun More basic meaning: "a 
particular day, month, or 
year when something 
happens". 

- - -  

R1/075 on preposition More basic meaning: "1. 
touching a surface or an 
object". 

MRW Ontological./ACTIONS 
ARE OBJECTS 

R1/076 this pronoun  MRW, 
implicit 

Ontological./ACTIONS 
ARE OBJECTS 

R1/077 since conjunction  - - -  

R1/078 the determiner  - - -  

R1/079 scheme noun  - - -  

R1/080 was approved verb  - - -  

R1/081 in preposition More basic meaning: 
"inside a container, room, 
building, vehicle etc". 

MRW Ontological./TIME IS A 
CONTAINER 

R1/082 2012". noun  - - -  

R1/083 In preposition More basic meaning: 
"inside a container, room, 
building, vehicle etc". 

MRW Ontological./TIME IS A 
CONTAINER 

R1/084 2015 noun  - - -  

R1/085 Melrose 
Industries' 

noun  - - -  

R1/086 chief executive noun  - - -  

R1/087 Peckham noun  - - -  

R1/088 earned verb  - - -  

R1/089 £929,000 figure of 
money 

 - - -  
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R1/090 including preposition  - - -  

R1/091 £394,000 figure of 
money 

 - - -  

R1/092 in preposition More basic meaning: 
"inside a container, room, 
building, vehicle etc". 

- - -  

R1/093 bonuses, noun  - - -  

R1/094 while conjunction More basic meaning: "at a 
moment during the time 
that something is 
happening" 

WIDLII Ontological./ 

R1/095 chairman noun  - - -  

R1/096 Miller noun  - - -  

R1/097 earned verb  - - -  

R1/098 £533,000 noun  - - -  

R1/099 as conjunction  - - -  

R1/100 did verb  - - -  

R1/101 vice-chairman noun  - - -  

R1/102 Roper. noun  - - -  

R1/103 Finance noun  - - -  

R1/104 director noun  - - -  

R1/105 Martin noun  - - -  

R1/106 earned verb  - - -  

R1/107 £753,000. noun  - - -  

            

H2/01 Delegates noun  - - -  

H2/02 from preposition More basic meaning: "3a. 
starting at a particular 
place and moving away". 

WIDLII  

H2/03 Paris noun  - - -  

H2/04 back preposition  - - -  

H2/05 in preposition More basic meaning: 
"inside a container, room, 
building, vehicle etc". 

MRW Ontological./A LAND 
AREA, CITY OR 
COUNTRY IS A 
CONTAINER 

H2/06 London noun  - - -  

H2/07 to woo verb More basic meaning: "2. 
old-fashioned. if a man 
woos a woman, he tries to 
start a romantic 
relationship with her and 
to persuade her to marry 
him". It is olf-fashioned, 
but it has not been 
forgotten.  

MRW Structural./AN 
AGREEMENT IS A 
WEDDING or TO 
NEGOTIATE IS TO 
WOO 

H2/08 City's noun  - - -  

H2/09 leading adjective More basic meaning: "2. 
ahead of all others in a 
race or competition". 

MRW Structural./BUSINESS 
IS A RACE or 
BUSINESS IS A 
COMPETITION 

H2/10 digital adjective  - - -  

H2/11 firms noun  - - -  
H2/12 to preposition More basic meaning: 

"used for saying the place 
where someone or 
something goes". 

- - -  
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H2/13 France noun More Basic Meaning: 
European Country. In this 
context, it refers to the 
interests of firms located 
in France. 

- - -  

H2/14 after preposition More basic meaning: "3. 
past a place. further along 
a road, railway etc." 

WIDLII Ontological./AN 
EVENT IS AN OBJECT 
or  AN EVENT IS A 
PLACE 

H2/15 Brexit noun  - - -  

            

H3/01 Former adjective "3. formal. used for 
referring to the first of two 
people or things that you 
have mentioned".  

- - -  

H3/02 Great British 
Bake Off 

noun  - - -  

H3/03 judge noun More basic meanings: "1 
someone whose job is to 
make decisions in a court 
of law" / 2 someone who 
decides who the winner of 
a competition will be". 

- - -  

H3/04 Mary Berry noun  - - -  

H3/05 brought in phrasal verb  - - -  
H3/06 by preposition  - - -  

H3/07 baker adjective  - - -  

H3/08 Finsbury Food 
Group  

noun  MRW Ontological./personifica
tion/A COMPANY IS A 
PERSON/metonymy? 

H3/09 to release verb More basic meaning: "2. 
to stop holding 
something." 

WIDLII Ontological./ 

H3/10 range noun "6a. British. a very large 
old-fashioned piece of 
kitchen equipment with 
several ovens heated by a 
fire" and "1a. a group of 
products of the same type 
that a particular company 
makes or that a particular 
shop sells". Pun? 

  

H3/11 of preposition  - - -  

H3/12 cakes noun  - - -  

            

H4/01 Lloyds noun Lloyd's of London, 
generally known simply as 
Lloyd's, is an insurance 
market located in 
London's primary financial 
district, the City of 
London. Unlike most of its 
competitors in the 
industry, it is not an 
insurance company. It is a 
corporate body governed 
by the Lloyd's Act of 1871 
and subsequent Acts of 
Parliament. 

MRW Ontological./personifica
tion/A COMPANY IS A 
PERSON/metonymy? 

H4/02 appoints verb  - - -  

H4/03 business noun  - - -  

H4/04 expert noun  - - -  
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H4/05 to investigate verb  - - -  

H4/06 whether conjunction  - - -  

H4/07 it pronoun because "it" refers to 
Lloyds, which is marked 
as WIDLII. 

MRW, 
implicit 

Ontological./personifica
tion/A COMPANY IS A 
PERSON/ metonymy? 

H4/08 should verb modal  - - -  

H4/09 compensate verb  - - -  

H4/10 customers noun  - - -  

H4/11 who pronoun  - - -  

H4/12 were verb  - - -  

H4/13 victims noun  - - -  

H4/14 of preposition  - - -  

H4/15 fraud noun  - - -  

H4/16 committed verb  - - -  

H4/17 by preposition  - - -  

H4/18 HBOS noun HBOS plc is a banking 
and insurance company in 
the United Kingdom, a 
wholly owned subsidiary 
of the Lloyds Banking 
Group, 

- - -  

H4/19 staff. noun "2. a stick that some 
officials carry on formal 
occasions". 

- - -  

            

H5/01 Uber's noun  - - -  

H5/02 president noun  - - -  

H5/03 resigns verb  - - -  

H5/04 amid preposition  MRW Ontological./ACTIONS 
ARE OBJECTS 

H5/05 claims noun  - - -  

H5/06 of preposition  - - -  

H5/07 sexism noun  - - -  

H5/08 and conjunction  - - -  

H5/09 sexual adjective  - - -  

H5/10 harassment noun  - - -  

H5/11 among preposition More basic meaning: "4a. 
in a place surrounded by 
people or things". 

MRW Ontological./ACTIONS 
ARE OBJECTS 

H5/12 management noun 1a [singular/uncountable] 
the people who control 
and operate a business or 
organization. It can be 
followed by a singular or 
plural verb. 

- - -  

H5/13 at preposition "1. used for stating where 
someone or something is / 
1a. in a particular place". 

MRW Ontological./A 
COMPANY IS A 
PLACE or A 
COMPANY IS AN 
OBJECT 

H5/14 taxi noun  - - -  

H5/15 app noun  - - -  

H5/16 firm. noun  - - -  

            

H6/01 Adam Crozier, noun  - - -  

H6/02 53 noun  - - -  

H6/03 chief exec, noun  - - -  

H6/04 ITV, noun  - - -  
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H6/05 sees verb More basic meaning: "1 
[transitive] never 
progressive. to notice 
someone or something 
using your eyes". 

MRW Ontological./AN 
ACTION IS AN 
OBJETC (visible 
object) 

H6/06 pay noun  - - -  

H6/07 slashed verb More basic meaning: "2 
[intransitive/transitive] to 
cut someone or 
something in a violent 
way". 

MRW Ontological./AN 
ACTION IS AN 
OBJETC (touchable 
object) 

H6/08 by preposition More basic meaning: "8. 
beside or nearbeside or 
close to someone or 
something". 

MRW Ontological./MONEY IS 
AN OBJECT or 
MONEY IS A PLACE 

H6/09 £500k...  noun  - - -  

H6/10 but conjunction  - - -  

H6/11 still adverb  - - -  

H6/12 rakes in phrasal verb If it were not a phrasal 
verb, it would be a 
metaphor. There is no 
more basic sense of the 
phrasal in MED. 

- - -  

H6/13 £3.4m noun  - - -  

            

H7/01 Domino's noun  - - -  

H7/02 boss noun  - - -  

H7/03 made verb There is no transitive use 
of "make off" in MED el 
uso transitivo de "make 
off"; then we are going to 
consider it prepositinal 
verbl. More basic 
meaning: "1. [transitive] to 
create or produce 
something by working". 

MRW Ontological./MONEY IS 
AN OBJECT 

H7/04 5p noun  - - -  

H7/05 off preposition More basic meaning: "1. 
away from something. 
leaving a place, or going 
away from something". 

WIDLII  

H7/06 every determiner  - - -  

H7/07 pizza noun  - - -  

H7/08 the determiner  - - -  

H7/09 firm noun  - - -  
H7/10 sold verb "1 [transitive] to exchange 

something for money". 
MRW Ontological./personifica

tion/A COMPANY IS A 
PERSON/metonymy? 

H7/11 last adjective More basic meaning: "2. 
happening or coming at 
the end after all the 
others". 

MRW Ontological./TIME IS 
AN OBJECT 

H7/12 year - noun  - - -  

H7/13 trebling verb  - - -  

H7/14 his determiner  - - -  

H7/15 pay packet noun More basic meaning: "2. 
an envelope that contains 
your pay, especially when 
it is in notes and coins". 

- - - metonymy 

H7/16 to preposition More basic meaning: 
"used for saying the place 
where someone or 

MRW Ontological./MONEY IS 
AN OBJECT or 
MONEY IS A PLACE 
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something goes". 

H7/17 £4.5m noun  - - -  

            

R7/001 The determiner  - - -  

R7/002 chief executive noun  - - -  

R7/003 of preposition  - - -  

R7/004 Domino's Pizza noun  - - -  

R7/005 has (trebled) verb  - - -  

R7/006 more adverb  - - -  

R7/007 than adverb  - - -  

R7/008 (has) trebled verb see R7/005 - - -  

R7/009 his determiner  - - -  

R7/010 pay packet noun More basic meaning: "2. 
an envelope that contains 
your pay, especially when 
it is in notes and coins". 

- - - metonymy 

R7/011 after conjunction More basic meaning: "3. 
past a place further along 
a road, railway etc." 

MRW  

R7/012 pocketing verb More basic meaning: "1. 
to put something into your 
pocket". 

MRW Ontological./AN 
ACTION IS AN 
OBJECT 

R7/013 £4.5millIon  – noun  - - -  

R7/014 about preposition More basic meaning: "4. 
bin or close to an area". 

MRW Ontological./MONEY IS 
AN OBJECT 

R7/015 5p noun  - - -  

R7/016 for preposition More basic meaning: "3b. 
used for saying how far 
something reaches, or 
how far someone goes". 

- - -  

R7/017 every determiner  - - -  

R7/018 pizza noun  - - -  

R7/019 the determiner  - - -  

R7/020 firm noun  - - -  

R7/021 made. verb  MRW Ontological./A 
COMPANY IS A 
PERSON/metonymy 

R7/022 David Wild,  noun  - - -  

R7/023 61 noun  - - -  

R7/024 saw  verb More basic meaning: "1 
[transitive] never 
progressive. to notice 
someone or something 
using your eyes". 

- - - Structural./TO KNOW 
IS TO SEE 

R7/025 his  determiner  - - -  

R7/026 total  adjective  - - -  

R7/027 pay  noun  WIDLII  

R7/028 leap  verb More basic meaning: "2 
[intransitive] to jump into 
the air or over a long 
distance". 

MRW Ontological./personifica
tion/MONEY IS A 
PERSON 

R7/029 by  preposition More basic meaning: "8. 
beside or nearbeside or 
close to someone or 
something". 

MRW Ontological./MONEY IS 
AN OBJECT 

R7/030 £3.2million  figure of 
money 

 - - -  
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R7/031 after  preposition More basic meaning: "3. 
past a place. further along 
a road, railway etc." 

MRW Structural./A 
BUSINESS PROJECT 
IS AN 
ARQUITECTURAL 
PLAN or A BUSINESS 
IS A BUILDING 

R7/032 a  determiner More basic meaning: "2 
used when you mean any 
person or thing of a 
particular type, but you 
are not referring to a 
specific one". 

MRW Structural./A 
BUSINESS PROJECT 
IS AN 
ARQUITECTURAL 
PLAN or A BUSINESS 
IS A BUILDING 

R7/033 £3.5million  figure of 
money 

 - - -  

R7/034 long-term  adjective  - - -  

R7/035 incentive  noun  - - -  

R7/036 plan  noun More basic meaning: "3a. 
technical drawing that 
shows details of how a 
building, city, machine etc 
will be built or developed". 

MRW Structural./A 
BUSINESS PROJECT 
IS AN 
ARQUITECTURAL 
PLAN or A BUSINESS 
IS A BUILDING 

R7/037 vested.  adjective  - - -  

R7/038 Father-of-four  noun  - - -  

R7/039 Wild  noun  - - -  

R7/040 was handed  verb More basic meaning: "to 
give something to 
someone by holding it in 
your hand and offering it 
to them". 

- - -  

R7/041 947,652 determiner  - - -  

R7/042 shares  noun  - - -  

R7/043 when  conjunction  - - -  

R7/044 he  pronoun  - - -  

R7/045 was hired  verb  MRW Ontological./A 
COMPANY IS A 
PERSON/metonymy 

R7/046 by  preposition  - - -  

R7/047 Domino's  noun  - - -  

R7/048 in  preposition More basic meaning: 
"inside a container, room, 
building, vehicle etc". 

MRW Ontological./TIME IS A 
CONTAINER 

R7/049 2014. noun  - - -  

R7/050 He  pronoun  - - -  

R7/051 secured  verb More basic meaning: "3. 
to hold something firmly in 
place by tying or fastening 
it" 

MRW Ontological./Ontologica
l./ABSTRACT 
ENTITIES ARE 
OBJECTS 

R7/052 a  determiner More basic meaning: "2 
used when you mean any 
person or thing of a 
particular type, but you 
are not referring to a 
specific one". 

- - -  

R7/053 full  adjective More basic meaning: "1. 
containing the largest 
amount that will fit in a 
particular place". 

MRW Ontological./AN 
ABSTRACT ENTITY IS 
AN OBJECT 
CONTAINER 

R7/054 pay  noun  - - -  
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R7/055 out through preposition  MRW, 
implicit 

Structural./A 
BUSINESS PROJECT 
IS AN 
ARQUITECTURAL 
PLAN or A BUSINESS 
IS A BUILDING 

R7/056 the  determiner  - - -  

R7/057 long-term  adjective  - - -  

R7/058 plan  noun More basic meaning: "3a. 
technical drawing that 
shows details of how a 
building, city, machine etc 
will be built or developed". 

MRW Structural./A 
BUSINESS PROJECT 
IS AN 
ARQUITECTURAL 
PLAN or A BUSINESS 
IS A BUILDING 

R7/059 last  adjective More basic meaning: "2. 
happening or coming at 
the end after all the 
others". 

MRW Ontological./TIME IS 
AN OBJECT 

R7/060 year  noun  - - -  

R7/061 after  conjunction More basic meaning: "3. 
past a place. further along 
a road, railway etc." 

MRW Ontological./ACTIONS 
ARE OBJECTS 

R7/062 hitting  verb More basic meaning: "1. 
[intransitive/transitive] to 
move quickly onto an 
object or surface, touching 
it with force". 

MRW Structural./BUSINESS 
IS A SPORT 

R7/063 his  determiner  - - -  

R7/064 performance  noun More basic meaning: "1. 
[countable] the act of 
performing a play, dance, 
or other form of 
entertainment". 

MRW Structural./A BUSINES 
IS A SPORT 

R7/065 targets,  noun More basic meaning: "1an 
object that you have to hit 
in a game or a sport". 

MRW Structural./BUSINESS 
IS A SPORT 

R7/066 which  pronoun  MRW, 
implicit 

./ 

R7/067 included  verb  - - -  

R7/068 raising  verb More basic meaning: "1a. 
to lift something into an 
upright position". 

MRW Orientational./HAVING 
CONTROL OR FORCE 
IS UP 

R7/069 earnings  noun  - - -  

R7/070 per  preposition  - - -  

R7/071 share  noun  - - -  

R7/072 by  preposition More basic meaning: "8. 
beside or nearbeside or 
close to someone or 
something". 

- - - Ontological./PERCENT
AGES ARE OBJECTS 

R7/073 69.8 per cent. percentage  - - -  

R7/074 Domino's  noun  MRW Ontological./personifica
tion./A COMPANY IS A 
PERSON./metonymy? 

R7/075 announced  verb  - - -  

R7/076 a  determiner    

R7/077 sharp  adjective More basic meaning: "1. a 
sharp object has an edge 
that can cut or an end that 
is pointed". 

MRW Ontological./AN 
ABSTRACT ENTITY IS 
AN OBJECT 

R7/078 slowdown  noun  - - -  

R7/079 in  preposition More basic meaning: 
"inside a container, room, 

WIDLII Ontological./ACTIONS 
ARE CONTAINER 



 62

building, vehicle etc". OBJECTS 
R7/080 sales  noun  - - -  

R7/081 growth  noun  - - -  

R7/082 earlier  adverb  - - -  

R7/083 this  determiner  - - -  

R7/084 month  noun  - - -  

R7/085 amid  preposition "3. literary. surrounded by 
things or people" 

MRW Ontological./EVENTS 
ARE OBJECTS 

R7/086 stiff  adjective More basic meaning: "3. 
firm and difficult to bend". 

MRW Ontological./EVENTS 
ARE OBJECTS 

R7/087 competition  noun More basic meaning: "2. 
[countable] an organized 
event in which people try 
to win prizes by being 
better than other people". 

MRW Structural./BUSINESS 
IS A SPORT 

R7/088 and  conjunction  - - -  

R7/089 lacklustre  adjective More basic meaning: "not 
lively, exciting, or 
impressive". 

- - -  

R7/090 demand  noun More basic meaning: "1. 
[countable] a very firm 
statement that you want 
something". 

- - -  

R7/091 for  preposition More basic meaning: "3b. 
used for saying how far 
something reaches, or 
how far someone goes". 

- - -  

R7/092 its  determiner  MRW, 
implicit 

 

R7/093 Winter  noun  - - -  

R7/094 Survival  noun Meaning: "a. only before 
noun. relating to survival" 
("the fact or state of 
continuing to live or exist, 
especially in difficult 
conditions"). 

MRW, 
implicit 

Ontological./A 
COMPANY IS A 
PERSON 

R7/095 deal. noun  - - -  

R7/096 However,  conjuction  - - -  

R7/097 it  pronoun  MRW, 
implicit 

Ontological./personifica
tion/A COMPANY IS A 
PERSON/metonymy? 

R7/098 still  adverb  - - -  

R7/099 sold  verb  - - -  

R7/100 89m  determiner  - - -  

R7/101 pizzas  noun  - - -  

R7/102 last  adjective More basic meaning: "2. 
happening or coming at 
the end after all the 
others". 

MRW Ontological./TIME IS 
AN OBJECT 

R7/103 year –  noun  - - -  

R7/104 enough  adverb  - - -  

R7/105 to stretch verb More basic meaning: "1a. 
[intransitive] to become 
longer or wider by pulling". 

- - -  

R7/106 from  preposition  - - -  

R7/107 London  noun  - - -  

R7/108 to  preposition  - - -  

R7/109 Detroit. noun  - - -  
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H8/01 Government  noun  - - -  

H8/02 borrowing  noun  - - -  

H8/03 at  preposition "1. used for stating where 
someone or something is / 
1a. in a particular place". 

- - -  

H8/04 lowest  adjective More basic meaning: "1. 
small in height, or smaller 
than the usual height". 

MRW Orientational./LESS IS 
DOWN 

H8/05 level  noun More basic meaning: "3. 
[countable/uncountable] a 
part or stage in a system 
that has several parts or 
stages". 

- - -  

H8/06 for  preposition More basic meaning: "3b. 
used for saying how far 
something reaches, or 
how far someone goes". 

MRW Ontological./TIME IS A 
PLACE or TIME IS A 
CONTAINER OBJECT 

H8/07 a  determiner  - - -  

H8/08 decade  noun  - - -  

H8/09 as  conjunction More basic meaning: "3. 
in the same way. used for 
saying that something 
happens or is done in the 
same way". 

- - -  

H8/10 families  noun  - - - metonymy 

H8/11 pay  verb  - - -  

H8/12 a  determiner More basic meaning: "4. 
used before a singular 
noun that represents 
every person or thing of a 
particular type". 

MRW Ontological./MONEY IS 
AN OBJECT 

H8/13 record  adjective  - - -  
H8/14 £18.1bn  figure of 

money 
 - - -  

H8/15 of  preposition  - - -  

H8/16 self-assessment noun  - - -  
H8/17 income tax noun  - - -  

            

H9/01 Homebuilder  noun Not registered in MED. - - -  
H9/02 Bellway  noun  - - -  

H9/03 wary  adjective More basic meaning: 
"careful or nervous about 
someone or something 
because you think they 
might cause a problem". 

MRW Ontological./personifica
tion/A COMPANY IS A 
PERSON 

H9/04 of  preposition  - - -  

H9/05 backlash  noun  - - -  

H9/06 over  preposition More basic meaning: "1a. 
in a higher position above 
someone or something, 
without touching them". 

MRW Ontological./ACTIONS 
ARE OBJECTS 

H9/07 the  determiner  - - -  

H9/08 sale  noun  - - -  

H9/09 of  preposition  - - -  

H9/10 new-build  adjective  - - -  

H9/11 homes  noun  - - -  

H9/12 with  preposition More basic meaning: "2. 
having or holding 
something" / "2b. used for 
saying what someone is 
holding or carrying". 

WIDLII Ontological./ABSTRAC
T ENTITIES ARE 
OBJECTS 
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H9/13 leases noun  - - -  

            

H10/01 Maltesers  noun  - - -  

H10/02 to be verb  - - -  
H10/03 sold  adjective  - - -  

H10/04 in  preposition  MRW Ontological./A LAND 
AREA, CITY OR 
COUNTRY IS A 
CONTAINER 

H10/05 the determiner  - - -  

H10/06 US  noun  - - -  

H10/07 for  preposition More basic meaning: "3b. 
used for saying how far 
something reaches, or 
how far someone goes". 

- - -  

H10/08 the  determiner  - - -  

H10/09 first  determiner More basic meaning. "1c. 
used for introducing the 
thing that comes before 
the others in a series or 
list". 

MRW Ontological./TIME IS 
AN OBJECT 

H10/10 time  noun More basic meaning: "1a 
[countable/uncountable]a 
particular moment during 
a day, measured on a 
clock". 

- - -  

H10/11 after  conjunction More basic meaning: "3. 
past a place. further along 
a road, railway etc." 

MRW Ontological./AN 
ACTION IS AN 
OBJECT 

H10/12 Mars  noun  - - -  

H10/13 settles  verb More basic meaning: "10 
[transitive] to put 
something carefully in a 
place". 

MRW Ontological./AN 
ACTION IS AN 
OBJECT and 
personification/A 
COMPANY IS A 
PERSON/metonymy? 

H10/14 name  noun  - - -  

H10/15 dispute  noun  - - -  

H10/16 with  preposition More basic meaning: "2. 
having or holding 
something" / "2b. used for 
saying what someone is 
holding or carrying". 

WIDLII Ontological./personifica
tion/A COMPANY IS A 
PERSON. 

H10/17 Hershey noun  - - -  

            

H11/01 British Gas noun  - - -  

H11/02 chief lain noun It is a reference to chiefs 
of indian tribes. 

MRW Structural./A 
COMPANY IS A TRIBE 

H11/03 Conn  noun  - - -  

H11/04 slammed  verb More basic meaning: "1 
[transitive] to shut a door 
or a lid with great force so 
that it makes a loud noise, 
often because you are 
angry". 

MRW  

H11/05 over preposition More basic meaning: "1a. 
in a higher position above 
someone or something, 
without touching them". 

MRW Ontological./AN 
ACTION IS AN 
OBJECT 

H11/06 'ridiculous'  adjective  - - -  

H11/07 £1m  figure of 
money 

 - - -  



 65

H11/08 pay  noun  - - -  

H11/09 rise  noun More basic meaning: "1 
[countable] an increase in 
size, amount, quality, or 
strength". 

MRW Orientational./MORE IS 
UP 

H11/10 that  pronoun  - - -  

H11/11 takes  verb More basic meaning: "1 
[transitive] to move 
something or someone 
from one place to 
another". 

MRW Ontological./MONEY IS 
AN OBJECT 

H11/12 his  determiner  - - -  

H11/13 earning  noun  - - - metonymy 

H11/14 to  preposition More basic meaning: 
"used for saying the place 
where someone or 
something goes". 

MRW Ontological./MONEY IS 
AN OBJECT or 
MONEY IS A PLACE 

H11/15 £4.1m figure of 
money 

 - - -  

            

H12/01 Budget  noun  - - -  

H12/02 footwear  noun  - - -  

H12/03 chain  noun More basic meaning: "1 
[countable/uncountable] a 
series of metal rings 
connected to each other, 
used for fastening, pulling, 
or lifting things". 

MRW Structural./A GROUP 
OF COMPANIES IS A 
CHAIN 

H12/04 Brantano  noun  - - -  

H12/05 falls verb More basic meaning: "1 to 
move quickly downwards 
from a higher position, 
usually by accident". 

MRW Orientational./BEING 
SUBJECT TO 
CONTROL OR FORCE 
IS DOWN 

H12/06 into preposition More basic meaning: "1a. 
entering a place, building, 
or vehicle". 

MRW Ontological./ACTIONS 
ARE CONTAINER 
OBJECTS 

H12/07 administration,  noun Contextual meaning: "1a 
[uncountable] the process 
of being responsible for 
managing a business, 
organization, or institution" 
(MED). Wikipedia: "As a 
legal concept, 
administration is a 
procedure under the 
insolvency laws of a 
number of common law 
jurisdictions". 

- - - metonymy 

H12/08 putting  verb More basic meaning: "1. 
to move something to a 
particular position, 
especially using your 
hands". 

MRW Ontological./ABSTRAC
T ENTITIES ARE 
OBJECTS 

H12/09 1 000 determiner  - - -  

H12/10 jobs  noun  - - - dubious metonymy 

H12/11 at preposition "1. used for stating where 
someone or something is / 
1a. in a particular place". 

MRW Ontological./CONDITIO
NS ARE PLACES 

H12/12 risk noun  - - -  
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H13/01 Clive Bannister,  noun  - - -  

H13/02 58 determiner  - - -  

H13/03 chief exec,  noun  - - -  

H13/04 Phoenix Group,  noun  - - -  
H13/05 pockets  verb More basic meaning: "1. 

to put something into your 
pocket". 

- - - metonymy 

H13/06 £2.8m  figure of 
money 

 - - -  

H13/07 despite  preposition  - - -  

H13/08 firm's  noun  - - -  

H13/09 £128m  figure of 
money 

 - - -  

H13/10 loss. noun  - - -  
            

R13/001 The  determiner  - - -  

R13/002 zombie  noun More basic meaning: "2a. 
dead person in some 
religions and stories who 
looks and behaves as 
though they are alive as a 
result of magic". 

MRW Ontological./personifica
tion/A COMPANY IS A 
(DEAD) PERSON 

R13/003 insurer  noun  - - -  

R13/004 Phoenix Group  noun  - - -  

R13/005 saw  verb More basic meaning: "1 
[transitive] never 
progressiveto notice 
someone or something 
using your eyes". 

MRW Ontological./personifica
tion/A COMPANY IS A 
(DEAD) PERSON 

R13/006 its  determiner  - - -  

R13/007 boss  noun  - - -  

R13/008 pocket  verb More basic meaning: "1. 
to put something into your 
pocket". 

- - - metonymy 

R13/009 £2.8million –  figure of 
money 

 - - -  

R13/010 despite  preposition  - - -  

R13/011 it  pronoun  MRW, 
implicit 

Ontological./personifica
tion/A COMPANY IS A 
(DEAD) PERSON 

R13/012 suffering  verb More basic meaning: "1. 
[intransitive/transitive] to 
feel pain in your body or 
your mind". 

MRW Ontological./personifica
tion/A COMPANY IS A 
(DEAD) PERSON 

R13/013 a  determiner  - - -  

R13/014 £128million  figure of 
money 

 - - -  

R13/015 loss. noun  - - -  

R13/016 Clive Bannister,  noun  - - -  

R13/017 58 determiner  - - -  

R13/018 picked up  phrasal verb More basic meaning: "1. 
[transitive] to lift someone 
or something up from a 
surface". 

MRW Ontological./MONEY IS 
AN OBJECT 

R13/019 a  determiner  - - -  

R13/020 £700,000  figure of 
money 

 - - -  
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R13/021 base noun More basic meaning: 
"1the bottom part, edge, 
or surface of something". 

MRW  

R13/022 salary noun  - - -  

R13/023 in  preposition More basic meaning: 
"inside a container, room, 
building, vehicle etc". 

MRW Ontological./TIME IS A 
CONTAINER 

R13/024 2016 noun  - - -  

R13/025 along  preposition More basic meaning: "1. 
moving on or beside a 
line". 

MRW Ontological./MONEY IS 
AN OBJECT or 
MONEY IS A PLACE 

R13/026 with  preposition More basic meaning: "2. 
having or holding 
something" / "2b. used for 
saying what someone is 
holding or carrying". 

MRW Ontological./MONEY IS 
AN OBJECT or 
MONEY 

R13/027 £16,000  figure of 
money 

 - - -  

R13/028 in  preposition More basic meaning: 
"inside a container, room, 
building, vehicle etc". 

- - -  

R13/029 benefits  noun  - - -  

R13/030 and  conjuction  - - -  

R13/031 £123,000  figure of 
money 

 - - -  

R13/032 towards  preposition More basic meaning: "1. 
in a particular direction 
used for saying in which 
direction someone or 
something is going, 
facing, or looking". 

MRW Ontological./TIME IS A 
CONTAINER OBJECT 

R13/033 his  determiner  - - -  

R13/034 pension.  noun  - - - metonymy 

R13/035 He  pronoun  - - -  

R13/036 also  adverb  - - -  

R13/037 trousered  verb  - - -  

R13/038 £1.1million  figure of 
money 

 - - -  

R13/039 under  preposition More basic meaning: "1a. 
directly below or at a 
lower level than 
something". 

MRW Structural./A 
COMPANY IS A 
BUILDING 

R13/040 a  determiner  - - -  

R13/041 long-term  adjective  - - -  

R13/042 bonus  noun  - - -  

R13/043 plan. noun More basic meaning: "3a. 
technical drawing that 
shows details of how a 
building, city, machine etc 
will be built or developed". 

MRW  

R13/044 And  conjunction  - - -  

R13/045 despite  preposition  - - -  

R13/046 the  determiner  - - -  

R13/047 drop  noun More basic meaning: "1. 
[countable] a very small 
amount of liquid with a 
round shape". 

MRW Ontological./AN 
ABSTRAC ENTITY IS 
A CONTAINER 

R13/048 in  preposition More basic meaning: 
"inside a container, room, 

MRW Ontological./AN 
ABSTRAC ENTITY IS 
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building, vehicle etc". A CONTAINER 

R13/049 earnings  noun  - - -  

R13/050 at  preposition "1. used for stating where 
someone or something is / 
1a. in a particular place". 

- - -  

R13/051 Phoenix,  noun  - - -  

R13/052 his  determiner  - - -  

R13/053 annual  adjective  - - -  

R13/054 bonus  noun  - - -  

R13/055 actually  adverb  - - -  

R13/056 rose  verb More basic meaning: "1. 
rise. rise up. to move 
upwards or to a higher 
position". 

MRW Orientational./MORE IS 
UP 

R13/057 from  preposition More basic meaning: "3a. 
starting at a particular 
place and moving away". 

MRW Ontological./MONEY IS 
AN OBJECT 

R13/058 £861,000  figure of 
money 

 - - -  

R13/059 to preposition More basic meaning: 
"used for saying the place 
where someone or 
something goes". 

MRW Ontological./MONEY IS 
AN OBJECT 

R13/060 £883,000. figure of 
money 

 - - -  

R13/061 Bannister,  noun  - - -  

R13/062 who  pronoun  - - -  

R13/063 is married  verb  - - -  

R13/064 and  conjuction  - - -  

R13/065 has  verb  - - -  

R13/066 three  determiner  - - -  

R13/067 sons,  noun  - - -  

R13/068 saw  verb More basic meaning: "1. 
[transitive] never 
progressive. to notice 
someone or something 
using your eyes". 

MRW  

R13/069 his  determiner  - - -  

R13/070 overall  adjective  - - -  

R13/071 pay packet  noun More basic meaning: "2. 
an envelope that contains 
your pay, especially when 
it is in notes and coins". 

- - - metonymy 

R13/072 drop  noun More basic meaning: "1. 
[countable] a very small 
amount of liquid with a 
round shape". 

MRW  

R13/073 by  preposition More basic meaning: "8. 
beside or nearbeside or 
close to someone or 
something". 

MRW Ontological./MONEY IS 
AN OBJECT 

R13/074 £73,000  figure of 
money 

 - - -  

R13/075 from  preposition More basic meaning: "3a. 
starting at a particular 
place and moving away". 

MRW Ontological./TIME IS 
AN OBJECT 

R13/076 2015. noun  - - -  
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H14/01 German  adjective  - - - metonymy 

H14/02 bid  noun More basic meaning: "2. 
[intransitive/transitive] to 
say that you think you will 
win a particular number of 
points in a card game". 

MRW Structural./BUSINESS 
IS A GAME 

H14/03 for  preposition More basic meaning: "3b. 
used for saying how far 
something reaches, or 
how far someone goes". 

- - -  

H14/04 the  determiner  - - -  

H14/05 London Stock 
Exchange  

noun  - - -  

H14/06 'will be rejected  verb  - - -  

H14/07 by  preposition  - - -  

H14/08 competition  noun  - - -  

H14/09 chiefs  noun  - - -  

H14/10 within  preposition More basic meaning: "2. 
inside a place. Formal. 
inside an area, building, 
room, or space". 

MRW Ontological./TIME IS A 
CONTAINER 

H14/11 days' noun  - - -  

            

H15/01 New  adjective  - - -  

H15/02 Screwfix  noun  - - -  

H15/03 stores  noun  - - -  
H15/04 prop up  phrasal verb More basic meaning: "1to 

stop something from 
falling by putting 
something under it or 
against it". 

- - -  

H15/05 B&Q's  noun  - - -  

H15/06 owner  noun  - - -  

H15/07 Kingfisher  noun  - - -  

H15/08 as      

H15/09 it  pronoun  - - -  

H15/10 warned  verb  MRW Ontological./personifica
tion/A COMPANY IS A 
PERSON 

H15/11 over  preposition More basic meaning: "1a. 
in a higher position above 
someone or something, 
without touching them". 

MRW Ontological./EVENTS 
ARE OBJECTS 

H15/12 Brexit  noun Neologism. The exit of 
Britain from European 
Union. 

- - -  

H15/13 and  conjunction  - - -  

H15/14 the  determiner  - - -  

H15/15 French  adjective  - - -  

H15/16 elections noun  - - -  

            

H16/01 Anger  noun  - - -  

H16/02 at  preposition "1. used for stating where 
someone or something is / 
1a. in a particular place". 

MRW Ontological./A 
PERCENTAGE IS AN 
OBJECT 

H16/03 20% percentage    

H16/04 pay  noun  - - -  
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H16/05 rise  noun More basic meaning: "1 
[countable] an increase in 
size, amount, quality, or 
strength". 

MRW Orientational./MORE IS 
UP 

H16/06 for  preposition More basic meaning: "3b. 
used for saying how far 
something reaches, or 
how far someone goes". 

WIDLII Ontological./ACTIONS 
ARE OBJECTS 

H16/07 boss  noun  - - -  

H16/08 of  preposition  - - -  

H16/09 stricken  adjective More basic meaning: "2. 
damaged or destroyed by 
a bomb, fire, flood etc". 

MRW Ontological./personifica
tion/A COMPANY IS A 
PERSON 

H16/10 publisher  noun  - - -  

H16/11 Pearson noun  - - -  

            

H17/01 Co-op Bank  noun  - - -  

H17/02 begins  verb More basic meaning: 
"2[transitive]to start doing 
something". 

MRW Ontological./personifica
tion/A COMPANY IS A 
PERSON/metonymy? 

H17/03 talks  noun  - - -  

H17/04 for  preposition More basic meaning: "3b. 
used for saying how far 
something reaches, or 
how far someone goes". 

MRW Ontological./ACTIONS 
ARE OBJECTS 

H17/05 last  adjective  - - -  

H17/06 ditch  noun More basic meaning: "a 
long narrow hole dug 
along the side of a road or 
field, usually so that water 
can run into it". 

MRW Structural./BUSINESS 
IS A RACE or 
BUSINESS IS A 
SPORT 

H17/07 sell-off  noun Meaning: "a situation in 
which a business or part 
of a business is sold". 

- - -  

H17/08 as  conjunction  - - -  

H17/09 it  pronoun  MRW, 
implicit 

Ontological./personifica
tion/A COMPANY IS A 
PERSON 

H17/10 tries  verb  MRW Ontological./personifica
tion/A COMPANY IS A 
PERSON 

H17/11 to reassure verb Meaning: "to make 
someone feel less worried 
about something". 

MRW Ontological./personifica
tion/ MARKETS ARE 
PEOPLE 

H17/12 markets  noun  - - -  

H17/13 it  pronoun  MRW, 
implicit 

Ontological./personifica
tion/A COMPANY IS A 
PERSON/metonymy? 

H17/14 can find verb  MRW Ontological./personifica
tion/A COMPANY IS A 
PERSON/metonymy? 

H17/15 a  determiner  - - -  

H17/16 buyer noun  MRW Ontological./personifica
tion/A COMPANY IS A 
PERSON/metonymy? 

            

H18/01 Credit Suisse  noun  - - -  

H18/02 boss  noun  - - -  

H18/03 enjoys  verb More basic meaning: "1 
[transitive] to get pleasure 
from something". 

- - -  

H18/04 a  determiner  - - -  
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H18/05 £9.6m  figure of 
money 

 - - -  

H18/06 windfall  noun More basic meaning: "2 
an apple or other fruit that 
has fallen from a tree". 
Contextual meaning: "1 an 
amount of money that you 
get when you are not 
expecting it, especially a 
large amount". 

MRW Structure./MONEY IS 
FRUIT 

H18/07 for  preposition More basic meaning: "3b. 
used for saying how far 
something reaches, or 
how far someone goes". 

MRW, 
implicit 

Ontological./TIME IS 
AN OBJECT 

H18/08 his  determiner  - - -  

H18/09 first  determiner More basic meaning. "1c. 
used for introducing the 
thing that comes before 
the others in a series or 
list". 

MRW Ontological./TIME IS 
AN OBJECT 

H18/10 year  noun  - - -  

H18/11 in  preposition More basic meanins: 
"inside a container, room, 
building, vehicle etc". 

WIDLII Ontological./ACTIVITIE
S ARE CONTAINER 
OBJECTS 

H18/12 the  determiner  - - -  

H18/13 job –  noun  - - -  

H18/14 despite  preposition  - - -  

H18/15 losses  noun More basic meaning: 
"1[countable/uncountable 
]the state of no longer 
having something 
because it has been taken 
from you or destroyed". 

MRW Ontological./MONEY IS 
AN OBJECT 

H18/16 at  preposition "1. used for stating where 
someone or something is / 
1a. in a particular place". 

MRW Ontological./A 
COMPANY IS AN 
OBJECT a COMPANY 
IS A PLACE/ or 
Structural./A 
COMPANY IS A 
BUILDING  

H18/17 the  determiner  - - -  

H18/18 lender noun  - - -  
            

H19/01 London  noun  - - -  

H19/02 oil  noun  - - -  

H19/03 giant  noun More basic meaning: "2 
an imaginary person in 
stories, who is extremely 
tall, strong, and often evil". 

MRW Ontological./A 
COMPANY IS A 
PERSON (giant) 

H19/04 Vitol  noun  - - -  

H19/05 trades  verb  MRW Ontological./A 
COMPANY IS A 
PERSON (giant) 

H19/06 2.6 billion  figure of 
money 

 - - -  

H19/07 barrels  noun More basic meaning: "1a. 
round wooden, metal, or 
plastic container with a flat 
top and bottom, used for 
storing liquids". 

 metonymy 

H19/08 a determiner  - - -  

H19/09 year –  noun  - - -  
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H19/10 but  conjunction  - - -  

H19/11 price  noun  - - -  

H19/12 drop  noun More basic meaning: "1. 
[countable] a very small 
amount of liquid with a 
round shape". 

MRW Ontological./MONEY IS 
A LIQUID 
SUBSTANCE 

H19/13 caused  verb  - - -  

H19/14 turnover  noun More basic meaning: "3 
[countable] a sweet food 
like a small pie, filled with 
fruit". Contextual meaning: 
"1 
[countable/uncountable] 
the value of the goods 
and services that a 
company sells in a 
particular period of time". 

MRW Structural./MONEY IS 
FRUIT (a cake of fruit) 

H19/15 to fall verb More basic meaning: "1 to 
move quickly downwards 
from a higher position, 
usually by accident". 

MRW Orientational./LESS IS 
DOWN 

H19/16 9% percentage  - - -  

            

R19/001 The  determiner  - - -  

R19/002 world’s  noun  - - -  

R19/003 largest  adjective More basic meaning: "b. 
bigger than usual in 
number or amount". 

- - -  

R19/004 independent  adjective  - - -  

R19/005 energy  noun  - - -  

R19/006 trader  noun  - - -  

R19/007 said  verb  MRW Ontological./personifica
tion/A COMPANY IS A 
PERSON/metonymy? 

R19/008 it  pronoun  WIDLII, 
implicit 

Ontological./personifica
tion/A COMPANY IS A 
PERSON/metonymy? 

R19/009 is shifting verb More basic meaning: "3 
[transitive] british informal. 
to get rid of something". 

MRW Ontological./personifica
tion/A COMPANY IS A 
PERSON/metonymy? 

R19/010 more  adverb  - - -  

R19/011 than  adverb  - - -  

R19/012 7million  determiner  - - -  

R19/013 barrels  noun  - - -  

R19/014 of  preposition  - - -  

R19/015 oil  noun  - - -  

R19/016 every  determiner  - - -  

R19/017 day. noun  - - -  

R19/018 Vitol  noun  - - -  

R19/019 said  verb  MRW Ontological./personifica
tion/A COMPANY IS A 
PERSON/metonymy? 

R19/020 volumes  noun  - - -  

R19/021 of  preposition  - - -  

R19/022 crude  noun  - - -  
R19/023 oil  noun  - - -  

R19/024 and  conjunction  - - -  

R19/025 products  noun  - - -  
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R19/026 rose  verb More basic meaning: "1. 
rise. rise up. to move 
upwards or to a higher 
position". 

MRW Orientational./MORE IS 
UP 

R19/027 16 per cent percentage  - - -  

R19/028 to  preposition More basic meaning: 
"used for saying the place 
where someone or 
something goes". 

- - -  

R19/029 2.6billion  determiner  - - -  

R19/030 barrels  noun  - - - metonymy 

R19/031 for  preposition More basic meaning: "3b. 
used for saying how far 
something reaches, or 
how far someone goes". 

MRW Ontological./TIME IS A 
CONTAINER OBJECT 

R19/032 2016. noun  - - -  

R19/033 But  conjunction  - - -  

R19/034 the  determiner  - - -  

R19/035 lower  adjective More basic meaning: "1. 
small in height, or smaller 
than the usual height". 

MRW Orientational./LESS IS 
DOWN 

R19/036 average  noun  - - -  

R19/037 oil  noun  - - -  

R19/038 price  noun  - - -  

R19/039 over  preposition More basic meaning: "1a. 
in a higher position above 
someone or something, 
without touching them". 

MRW Ontological./TIME IS 
AN OBJECT 
CONTAINER 

R19/040 the  determiner  - - -  

R19/041 year  noun  - - -  

R19/042 caused  verb  - - -  

R19/043 turnover  noun More basic meaning: "3 
[countable] a sweet food 
like a small pie, filled with 
fruit". Contextual meaning: 
"1 
[countable/uncountable] 
the value of the goods 
and services that a 
company sells in a 
particular period of time". 

MRW Structural./MONEY IS 
FRUIT (a cake of fruit) 

R19/044 to fall verb More basic meaning: "1 to 
move quickly downwards 
from a higher position, 
usually by accident". 

MRW Orientational./LESS IS 
DOWN 

R19/045 9 per cent percentage  - - -  

R19/046 to  preposition More basic meaning: 
"used for saying the place 
where someone or 
something goes". 

MRW Ontological./MONEY IS 
AN OBJECT or 
MONEY 

R19/047 £121billion,  figure of 
money 

 - - -  

R19/048 the  determiner  - - -  

R19/049 company  noun  - - -  

R19/050 said  verb  MRW Ontological./personifica
tion/A COMPANY IS A 
PERSON/metonymy? 

R19/051 yesterday. noun  - - -  

R19/052 Chief executive  noun  - - -  

R19/053 Ian Taylor noun  - - -  

R19/054 said:  verb  - - -  
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R19/055 ‘Performance  noun More basic meaning: "1. 
[countable] the act of 
performing a play, dance, 
or other form of 
entertainment". 

MRW Structural./BUSINESS 
IS A SPORT or 
BUSINESS IS A GAME 

R19/056 in  preposition More basic meanins: 
"inside a container, room, 
building, vehicle etc". 

MRW Ontological./TIME IS A 
CONTAINER 

R19/057 2016 noun  - - -  

R19/058 was verb  - - -  

R19/059 solid  adjective More basic meaning: 2a. 
solid object or shape does 
not have any holes or 
empty space inside it". 

MRW Ontological./ACTIONS 
ARE OBJECTS 

R19/060 despite  preposition  - - -  

R19/061 challenging  adjective  - - -  
R19/062 market  noun  - - -  

R19/063 conditions.’ noun  - - -  

R19/064 Vitol,  noun  - - -  

R19/065 which  pronoun  - - -  

R19/066 has  verb  - - -  

R19/067 its  determiner  - - -  

R19/068 head office noun  - - -  
R19/069 in  preposition More basic meaning: 

"inside a container, room, 
building, vehicle etc". 

MRW Ontological./A LAND 
AREA, CITY OR 
COUNTRY IS A 
CONTAINER 

R19/070 London  noun  - - -  

R19/071 though  conjunction  - - -  

R19/072 it  pronoun  - - -  

R19/073 is listed  verb More basic meanings: "1 
[transitive] often passive 
to mention or write a list of 
things, one after another". 
2 [intransitive] if a ship 
lists, it leans to one side". 

- - - possible metonymy 

R19/074 in  preposition More basic meaning: 
"inside a container, room, 
building, vehicle etc". 

MRW Ontological./A LAND 
AREA, CITY OR 
COUNTRY IS A 
CONTAINER 

R19/075 the  determiner  - - -  

R19/076 Netherlands,  noun  - - -  

R19/077 said  verb  MRW Ontological./personifica
tion/A COMPANY IS A 
PERSON/metonymy? 

R19/078 the  determiner  - - -  

R19/079 largest  adjective More basic meaning: "b. 
bigger than usual in 
number or amount". 

- - -  

R19/080 growth  noun More basic meaning: "3 
[singular/uncountable] an 
increase in the size, 
number, or development 
of a living thing". 

MRW Ontological./A 
COMPANY IS A 
LIVING BEING 

R19/081 had come  verb More basic meaning: "1 
[intransitive] to move or 
travel to the place where 
you are". 

MRW Ontological./ACTIONS 
ARE OBJECTS 

R19/082 from  preposition More basic meaning: "3a. 
starting at a particular 
place and moving away". 

MRW, 
implicit 

Ontological./ACTIONS 
ARE OBJECTS 

R19/083 gasoline,  noun  - - - metonymy 
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R19/084 up  preposition More basic meaning: "1 in 
or towards a higher 
position". 

MRW Orientational./MORE IS 
UP 

R19/085 44 per cent,  percentage  - - -  

R19/086 and  conjunction  - - -  

R19/087 gas oil,  noun  - - - metonymy 

R19/088 up  preposition More basic meaning: "1 in 
or towards a higher 
position". 

MRW Orientational./MORE IS 
UP 

R19/089 26 per cent,  percentage  - - -  

R19/090 due to  preposition  - - -  

R19/091 increased  adjective  - - -  

R19/092 demand  noun More basic meaning: "1. 
[countable] a very firm 
statement that you want 
something". 

- - -  

R19/093 in  preposition More basic meaning: 
"inside a container, room, 
building, vehicle etc". 

MRW Ontological./A LAND 
AREA, CITY OR 
COUNTRY IS A 
CONTAINER 

R19/094 the  determiner  - - -  

R19/095 US  noun  - - -  

R19/096 and  conjunction  - - -  

R19/097 Australia. noun  - - -  

R19/098 Its  determiner  - - -  

R19/099 trades  noun  MRW Ontological./ACTIONS 
ARE OBJECTS 

R19/100 in  preposition More basic meaning: 
"inside a container, room, 
building, vehicle etc". 

- - -  

R19/101 liquid  adjective  - - -  

R19/102 petrol  noun  - - -  

R19/103 gas  noun  - - -  

R19/104 also  adverb  - - -  

R19/105 increased  verb  - - -  

R19/106 by  preposition More basic meaning: "8. 
beside or nearbeside or 
close to someone or 
something". 

MRW Ontological./PERCENT
AGES ARE OBJECTS 

R19/107 131 per cent  percentage  - - -  

R19/108 and  conjunction  - - -  

R19/109 it  pronoun  MRWI, 
implicit 

Ontological./personifica
tion/A COMPANY IS A 
PERSON/metonymy? 

R19/110 said  verb  MRW Ontological./personifica
tion/A COMPANY IS A 
PERSON/metonymy? 

R19/111 it  pronoun  MRW, 
implicit 

Ontological./personifica
tion/A COMPANY IS A 
PERSON/metonymy? 

R19/112 expected  verb More basic meaning: 2 
"often progressive to be 
waiting for someone or 
something to arrive". 

MRW Ontological./personifica
tion/A COMPANY IS A 
PERSON 

R19/113 LPG  noun "Liquefied petroleum gas". - - -  
R19/114 to start replacing verb  MRW Ontological./personifica

tion/A COMPANY IS A 
PERSON 

R19/115 solid  adjective  - - -  

R19/116 fuels  noun  - - -  
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R19/117 for  preposition More basic meaning: "3b. 
used for saying how far 
something reaches, or 
how far someone goes". 

MRW Ontological./ACTIONS 
ARE OBJECTS 

R19/118 cooking  verb  - - -  

R19/119 in  preposition More basic meaning: 
"inside a container, room, 
building, vehicle etc". 

MRW Ontological./A LAND 
AREA, CITY OR 
COUNTRY IS A 
CONTAINER 

R19/120 Africa  noun  - - -  

R19/121 and  conjunction  - - -  

R19/122 Asia. noun  - - -  

R19/123 It  pronoun  MRW, 
implicit 

Ontological./personifica
tion/A COMPANY IS A 
PERSON 

R19/124 is working verb More basic meaning: "1 
[intransitive ]to spend time 
trying to achieve 
something, especially 
when this involves using a 
lot of effort". 

MRW Ontological./personifica
tion/A COMPANY IS A 
PERSON/metonymy? 

R19/125 with  preposition More basic meaning: "2. 
having or holding 
something" / "2b. used for 
saying what someone is 
holding or carrying". 

MRW, 
implicit 

Ontological./personifica
tion/A COMPANY IS A 
PERSON/metonymy? 

R19/126 power  noun More basic meaning: "4 
[uncountable] physical 
force or strength". 

WIDLII Ontological./ENERGY 
IS PHYSICAL FORCE 

R19/127 plants  noun More basic meaning: "1 
[countable] a living thing 
that grows in soil, has 
leaves and roots, and 
needs water and light 
from the sun to live". 

MRW Structural./A 
FACTORY IS A 
LIVING BEING 

R19/128 and  conjunction  - - -  

R19/129 light  noun  - - -  

R19/130 industry  noun  - - -  

R19/131 in  preposition More basic meaning: 
"inside a container, room, 
building, vehicle etc". 

MRW Ontological./A LAND 
AREA, CITY OR 
COUNTRY IS A 
CONTAINER 

R19/132 Africa  noun  - - -  

R19/133 to help verb More basic meaning: "3 
[transitive] to give 
someone something, 
especially food or drink". 

MRW, 
implicit 

Ontological./personifica
tion/A COMPANY IS A 
PERSON 

R19/134 them  pronoun  MRW, 
implicit 

Structural./A 
FACTORY IS A 
LIVING BEING 

R19/135 move  verb More basic meaning: "1 
[intransitive/transitive] to 
change position, or to 
make someone or 
something change 
position". 

MRW Ontological./ACTIONS 
ARE OBJECTS or 
ACTIONS ARE 
PLACES 

R19/136 from  preposition More basic meaning: "3a. 
starting at a particular 
place and moving away". 

MRW Ontological./ACTIONS 
ARE OBJECTS or 
ACTIONS ARE 
PLACES 

R19/137 burning  adjective ore basic meaning: 
"1being destroyed by fire". 

- - -  

R19/138 fuel  noun  - - -  

R19/139 oil  noun  - - -  
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R19/140 and  conjunction  - - -  

R19/141 diesel  noun  - - -  

R19/142 to  preposition More basic meaning: 
"used for saying the place 
where someone or 
something goes". 

MRW Ontological./ACTIONS 
ARE OBJECTS or 
ACTIONS ARE 
PLACES 

R19/143 LPG. noun Liquefied Petroleum Gas - - - metonymy 
R19/144 Coal  noun  - - -  

R19/145 volumes  noun  - - -  

R19/146 also  adverb  - - -  

R19/147 increased  verb  - - -  

R19/148 due to  preposition  - - -  

R19/149 new  adjective  - - -  

R19/150 coal-fired  adjective  - - -  

R19/151 power station noun  - - -  
R19/152 in  preposition More basic meaning: 

"inside a container, room, 
building, vehicle etc". 

MRW Ontological./A LAND 
AREA, CITY OR 
COUNTRY IS A 
CONTAINER 

R19/153 Asia,  noun  - - -  

R19/154 it  pronoun  MRW, 
implicit 

Ontological./personifica
tion/A COMPANY IS A 
PERSON/metonymy? 

R19/155 said. verb  MRW Ontological./personifica
tion/A COMPANY IS A 
PERSON 

R19/156 Vitol  noun  - - -  

R19/157 is focused  verb More basic meaning: "1. 
to concentrate on 
something and pay 
particular attention to it". 

MRW Ontological./personifica
tion/A COMPANY IS A 
PERSON/metonymy? 

R19/158 on  preposition More basic meaning: "1. 
touching a surface or an 
object". 

MRW Ontological./ACTIONS 
ARE OBJECTS 

R19/159 developing  verb More basic meaning: 
"1[intransitive] if people, 
animals, or plants 
develop, they change or 
grow as they get older". 

WIDLII Structural./A 
BUSINESS IS A 
LIVING BEING 

R19/160 the  determiner  - - -  

R19/161 Sankofa Gye 
Nyame  

noun  - - -  

R19/162 fields  noun  - - -  

R19/163 off  preposition  - - -  

R19/164 Ghana,  noun  - - -  

R19/165 which  pronoun  - - -  

R19/166 are operated  verb  - - -  

R19/167 by  preposition  - - -  

R19/168 Italian  adjective  - - -  

R19/169 oil  noun  - - -  

R19/170 major  adjective  - - -  

R19/171 Eni.  noun Ente Nazionale 
Idrocarburi 

- - -  

R19/172 It pronoun  - - -  

R19/173 is hoped verb "impersonal" - - -  

R19/174 the determiner  - - -  



 78

R19/175 development noun More basic meaning: "1a. 
the growth of a child as 
time passes, as it 
changes and learns to do 
new things". 

WIDLII Structural./A 
BUSINESS IS A 
LIVING BEING 

R19/176 will provide verb  WIDLII, 
implicit 

Ontological./personifica
tion/A BUSINESS IS A 
PERSON 

R19/177 enough determiner  - - -  

R19/178 gas noun  - - -  

R19/179 to fuel verb  - - -  

R19/180 most determiner  - - -  

R19/181 of preposition  - - -  

R19/182 the determiner  - - -  

R19/183 thermal adjective  - - -  

R19/184 power noun More basic meaning: "4 
[uncountable] physical 
force or strength". 

WIDLII Ontological./ENERGY 
IS PHYSICAL FORCE 

R19/185 sector noun  - - -  

R19/186 in preposition More basic meaning: 
"inside a container, room, 
building, vehicle etc". 

MRW Ontological./A LAND 
AREA, CITY OR 
COUNTRY IS A 
CONTAINER 

R19/187 Ghana noun  - - -  

R19/188 to preposition More basic meaning: 
"used for saying the place 
where someone or 
something goes". 

MRW Ontological./TIME IS 
AN OBJECT  or 
Orientational./FUTURE 
IS AHEAD 

R19/189 2036. noun  - - -  

            

H20/01 Tritax Big Box –  noun  - - -  

H20/02 Real estate  noun  - - -  

H20/03 investment  noun  - - -  

H20/04 trust  noun More basic meaning: "1 
[uncountable] a feeling of 
confidence in someone 
that shows you believe 
they are honest, fair, and 
reliable". / 2a [countable] 
money or property that 
someone manages for a 
person or an organization 
according to a legal 
arrangement". 

- - - metonymy 

H20/05 is  verb  - - -  

H20/06 in  preposition More basic meaning: 
"inside a container, room, 
building, vehicle etc". 

MRW Ontological./personifica
tion/A BUSINESS OR 
INSTITUTION IS A 
CONTAINER OBJECT 

H20/07 the  determiner  - - -  

H20/08 FTSE 250  noun The FTSE 250 Index is a 
capitalisation-weighted 
index. 

- - -  

H20/09 but  conjunction  - - -  

H20/10 not  adverb  - - -  

H20/11 well  adverb  - - -  

H20/12 known verb Probable play on words 
between "trust" y "not well 
known" 

- - -  

            

H21/01 800 determiner  - - -  
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H21/02 jobs  noun  - - - dubious metonymy 

H21/03 rescued  verb More basic meaning: "1. 
to save someone from a 
dangerous or unpleasant 
situation". 

MRW Ontological./ACTIONS 
ARE OBJECTS or 
ACTIONS ARE 
PEOPLE 

H21/04 as  conjunction  - - -  

H21/05 investment  noun  - - -  

H21/06 firm  noun  - - -  

H21/07 Endless  noun  - - -  

H21/08 revives  verb More basic meaning: "5. 
[intransitive/transitive] if 
you revive a plant, or if it 
revives, it starts to look 
fresh and healthy again". 

MRW Ontological./personifica
tion/ACTIONS ARE 
LIVING BEINGS / AN 
AGREEMENT IS A 
LIVING BEING (deal) 

H21/09 Jones 
Bootmaker  

noun  - - -  

H21/10 £11million  figure of 
money 

 - - -  

H21/11 deal noun  - - -  

            

R21/001 Footwear  noun  - - -  

R21/002 retailer  noun  - - -  

R21/003 Jones 
Bootmaker  

noun  - - -  

R21/004 has been bought  verb  - - -  
R21/005 by  preposition  - - -  

R21/006 private  adjective  - - -  

R21/007 equity  noun Abstract meaning: "1. 
[uncountable] formal. a 
fair and reasonable way of 
behaving towards people, 
so that everyone is 
treated in the same way". 
"3. equities [plural] 
businesscompany shares 
that can be bought and 
sold on a stock market". 

- - - metonymy 

R21/008 firm  noun  - - -  

R21/009 Endless  noun  - - -  

R21/010 in  preposition More basic meaning: 
"inside a container, room, 
building, vehicle etc". 

MRW Ontological./AN 
ACTION IS A 
CONTAINER OBJECT 

R21/011 an  determiner  - - -  

R21/012 £11m  figure of 
money 

 - - -  

R21/013 deal,  noun  - - -  

R21/014 saving  verb More basic meaning: "1 
[transitive] to make it 
possible for someone or 
something to avoid 
danger, harm, injury etc". 

MRW Ontological./ACTIONS 
ARE OBJECTS or 
ACTIONS ARE 
PEOPLE 

R21/015 around  preposition More basic meaning: 
"moving in a circular way" 

MRW, 
implicit 

Ontological./ACTIONS 
ARE OBJECTS or 
ACTIONS ARE 
PEOPLE 

R21/016 840 determiner  - - -  

R21/017 jobs. noun  - - - possible metonymy 

R21/018 But  conjunction  - - -  

R21/019 262 determiner  - - -  
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R21/020 jobs  noun  - - - possible metonymy 

R21/021 will be lost  verb More basic meaning: "2 
[transitive] to be unable to 
find someone or 
something". 

MRW Ontological./ACTIONS 
ARE OBJECTS or 
ACTIONS ARE 
PEOPLE 

R21/022 at  preposition  - - -  

R21/023 25 determiner  - - -  

R21/024 stores  noun  - - -  
R21/025 and  conjunction  - - -  

R21/026 six  determiner  - - -  

R21/027 concessions  noun More basic meaning: "1a. 
something that you 
choose to do because it is 
sensible or convenient for 
the situation you are in". 

- - - metonymy 

R21/028 considered  verb  - - -  

R21/029 underperforming  adjective  - - -  

R21/030 and  conjunction  - - -  

R21/031 not  adverb  - - -  

R21/032 part of  adjective More basic meaning: "1. 
[countable] one of the 
pieces, sections, aspects 
etc that something 
consists of". 

- - -  

R21/033 of  preposition  - - -  

R21/034 the  determiner  - - -  

R21/035 deal. noun  - - -  

R21/036 The  determiner  - - -  

R21/037 160-year-old  adjective  WIDLII Ontological./personifica
tion/A COMPANY IS A 
PERSON 

R21/038 company  noun  - - -  

R21/039 was put verb More basic meaning: "1. 
to move something to a 
particular position, 
especially using your 
hands". 

MRW Ontological/.A 
COMPANY IS AN 
OBJECT 

R21/040 up preposition More basic meaning: "1. 
in or towards a higher 
position". 

MRW Orientational./HAVING 
CONTROL OF FORCE 
IS UP/TO BE LISTED 
IS UP 

R21/041 for preposition More basic meaning: "3b. 
used for saying how far 
something reaches, or 
how far someone goes". 

MRW Ontological./ACTIONS 
ARE OBJECTS 

R21/042 sale  noun  - - -  

R21/043 by  preposition  - - -  

R21/044 owners  noun  - - -  

R21/045 Alteri Investors  noun  - - -  

R21/046 last  adjective More basic meaning: "2. 
happening or coming at 
the end after all the 
others". 

MRW Ontological./TIME IS A 
CONTAINER 

R21/047 month. noun    

R21/048 Endless  noun  - - -  

R21/049 partner  noun  - - -  

R21/050 Andrew Smith,  noun  - - -  

R21/051 who  pronoun  - - -  
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R21/052 led  verb More basic meaning: 1. 
[intransitive/transitive] to 
walk, drive, fly, sail etc in 
front of a group of people, 
vehicles, planes, ships 
etc". 

MRW Ontological./ACTIONS 
ARE OBJECTS 

R21/053 the  determiner  - - -  

R21/054 investment  noun  - - -  

R21/055 into  preposition More basic meaning: "1a. 
entering a place, building, 
or vehicle". 

MRW Ontological./A 
COMPANY IS A 
CONTAINER OBJECT 

R21/056 Jones,  noun  - - -  

R21/057 said:  verb  - - -  

R21/058 ‘There pronoun More basic meaning: "2.in 
or to that place". 

- - -  

R21/059 is verb  - - -  

R21/060 a lot of  determiner  MRW Ontological./ACTIONS 
ARE OBJECTS 

R21/061 work  noun  - - -  

R21/062 to be done  verb  - - -  

R21/063 to secure  verb More basic meaning: "3. 
to hold something firmly in 
place by tying or fastening 
it". 

WIDLII Ontological./ 

R21/064 long-term  adjective  - - -  

R21/065 stability,  noun More basic meaning: "2. 
the ability of something to 
remain balanced and not 
fall or shake". 

MRW Ontological./A 
COMPANY IS AN 
OBJECT 

R21/066 but  conjunction  - - -  

R21/067 we  pronoun  - - -  

R21/068 are  verb  - - -  

R21/069 delighted  verb  - - -  

R21/070 to be working  verb  - - -  

R21/071 with  preposition More basic meaning: "2. 
having or holding 
something" / "2b. used for 
saying what someone is 
holding or carrying". 

- - -  

R21/072 the  determiner  - - -  

R21/073 team  noun  - - -  

R21/074 and  conjunction  - - -  

R21/075 can  modal verb  - - -  

R21/076 see  verb More basic meaning: "1 
[transitive] never 
progressive. to notice 
someone or something 
using your eyes". 

MRW Ontological./EVENTS 
ARE OBJECTS or 
OPPORTUNITIES 
ARE VISIBLE 
OBJECTS 

R21/077 the  determiner  - - -  

R21/078 opportunities  noun  - - -  

R21/079 for  preposition More basic meaning: "3b. 
used for saying how far 
something reaches, or 
how far someone goes". 

MRW orientational./FUTURE 
EVENTS ARE AHEAD 

R21/080 an  determiner  - - -  

R21/081 exciting  adjective  - - -  

R21/082 future.’ noun  - - -  

R21/083 Last  adjective More basic meaning: "2. 
happening or coming at 
the end after all the 

MRW Ontological./TIME IS 
AN OBJECT 
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others". 

R21/084 week  noun  - - -  

R21/085 Alteri’s  noun  - - -  

R21/086 other  determiner  - - -  

R21/087 shoe  noun  - - -  

R21/088 retailer,  noun  - - -  

R21/089 Brantano,  noun  - - -  

R21/090 went  verb More basic meaning: "1 
[intransitive]to move or 
travel to a place that is 
away from where you are 
now". 

MRW Ontological./personifica
tion/A COMPANY IS A 
PERSON 

R21/091 into  preposition More basic meaning: "1a. 
entering a place, building, 
or vehicle". 

MRW Ontological./ACTIONS 
ARE CONTAINER 
OBJECTS 

R21/092 administration,  noun Contextual meaning: "1a 
[uncountable] the process 
of being responsible for 
managing a business, 
organization, or institution" 
(MED). / Wikipedia: "As a 
legal concept, 
administration is a 
procedure under the 
insolvency laws of a 
number of common law 
jurisdictions". 

- - - metonymy 

R21/093 putting  verb More basic meaning: "1. 
to move something to a 
particular position, 
especially using your 
hands". 

MRW Ontological./ACTIONS 
ARE OBJECTS or 
ACTIONS ARE 
PEOPLE 

R21/094 1000 determiner  - - -  

R21/095 jobs  noun  - - - dubious metonymy 

R21/096 at  preposition "1. used for stating where 
someone or something is / 
1a. in a particular place". 

MRW Ontological./A 
SITUATION IS A 
PLACE 

R21/097 risk.  noun  - - -  

R21/098 Retailers  noun  - - -  

R21/099 fear  verb  MRW Ontological./personifica
tion/A COMPANY IS A 
PERSON/metonymy? 

R21/100 the  determiner  - - -  

R21/101 rise  noun More basic meaning: "1 
[countable] an increase in 
size, amount, quality, or 
strength". 

MRW Orientational./MORE IS 
UP 

R21/102 of  preposition  - - -  

R21/103 online  noun  - - -  

R21/104 shopping  noun  - - -  

R21/105 will lead  verb More basic meaning: 1. 
[intransitive/transitive] to 
walk, drive, fly, sail etc in 
front of a group of people, 
vehicles, planes, ships 
etc". 

WIDLII Ontological./ 

R21/106 to  preposition More basic meaning: 
"used for saying the place 
where someone or 
something goes". 

MRW Ontological./ACTIONS 
ARE OBJECTS or 
ACTIONS ARE 
PLACES 
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R21/107 a  determiner  - - -  

R21/108 wave  noun More basic meaning: "1a. 
line of water that rises up 
on the surface of a sea, 
lake, or river". 

MRW Structural./BUSINESS 
IS A NATURAL 
FORCE OUT OF 
CONTROL or A 
COMPANY IS A SHIP 
SAILING 

R21/109 of  preposition  - - -  

R21/110 closures. noun  - - -  
R21/111 Will Wright,  noun  - - -  

R21/112 a  determiner  - - -  

R21/113 partner  noun  - - -  

R21/114 at  preposition "1. used for stating where 
someone or something is / 
1a. in a particular place". 

MRW Ontological./A 
COMPANY IS A 
PLACE 

R21/115 KPMG  noun  - - -  

R21/116 and  conjunction  - - -  

R21/117 joint  adjective  - - -  

R21/118 administrator,  noun  - - -  

R21/119 said:  verb  - - -  

R21/120 ‘This  determiner  - - -  

R21/121 deal  noun  - - -  

R21/122 recognises  verb More basic meaning: "1. 
to know who the person is 
or what the thing is that 
you are seeing, hearing 
etc because you have 
seen, heard etc them 
before". 

MRW Ontological./personifica
tion/A DEAL IS A 
PERSON 

R21/123 the  determiner  - - -  

R21/124 value  noun More basic meaning: "1 
[countable/uncountable] 
the amount that 
something is worth, 
measured especially in 
money" 

- - -  

R21/125 of  preposition   - - -  

R21/126 Jones  noun  - - -  

R21/127 as  conjunction  - - - Simile. Direct 
expressión of cross-
domain mapping  

R21/128 a  determiner  - - -  

R21/129 strong  adjective More basic meaning: "1. 
physically powerful and 
healthy". 

MRW Ontological./personifica
tion/A COMPANY IS A 
LIVING BEING 

R21/130 and  conjunction  - - -  

R21/131 popular  adjective  - - -  

R21/132 brand.’ noun More basic meaning: "3. a 
mark that is burnt onto the 
skin of an animal such as 
a cow, to show who owns 
it". 

- - - metonymy/A 
COMPANY IS A 
BRAND and A BRAND 
IS A BEAST 

            

H22/01 Europe's  noun  - - -  

H22/02 top  adjective More basic meaning: "1at 
or on the highest part of 
something". 

MRW Orientational./HAVING 
CONTROL OR FORCE 
IS UP 

H22/03 banks  noun  - - -  

H22/04 relying (on) phrasal verb  - - -  
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H22/05 heavily  adverb More basic meaning: "4 
with a lot of force". 

MRW Ontological./A 
COMPANY IS AN 
OBJECT 

H22/06 (relying) on  see H22/06  - - -  

H22/07 stashing  verb More basic meaning: "to 
put something in a safe or 
secret place, usually so 
that you can use it later". 

MRW Ontological./MONEY IS 
AN OBJECT 
CONTAINER 

H22/08 profits  noun  - - -  

H22/09 offshore   More basic meaning: "1a. 
in the sea but near the 
coast". 

- - - metonymy??? 

H22/10 in  preposition More basic meaning: 
"inside a container, room, 
building, vehicle etc". 

MRW Ontological./A LAND 
AREA, CITY OR 
COUNTRY IS A 
CONTAINER  

H22/11 tax havens noun More basic meaning: "a 
place where people go to 
live, or where they keep 
their money, so that they 
do not have to pay higher 
taxes in their home 
country". 

- - -  

H22/12 to save  verb More basic meaning? 
"2[transitive]to avoid using 
something such as 
money, time, or energy, or 
to use less of it" or 
"1[transitive]to make it 
possible for someone or 
something to avoid 
danger, harm, injury etc". 

WIDLII Ontological./personifica
tion/MONEY IS A 
PERSON 

H22/13 cash noun More basic meaning: "1. 
money in the form of 
notes and coins". 
Contextual meaning: "2. 
money in any form, 
especially money that is 
available for you to use 
when you need it." 

- - - metonymy 

            

R22/001 The  article  - - -  

R22/002 20 determiner  - - -  

R22/003 biggest  adjective More basic meaning: "1. 
large in size". 

WIDLII Ontological./A BANK  
IS AN OBJECT or 
Structural/A BANK IS A 
BUILDING 

R22/004 banks  noun    

R22/005 in  preposition More basic meaning: 
"inside a container, room, 
building, vehicle etc". 

MRW Ontological./A LAND 
AREA, CITY OR 
COUNTRY IS A 
CONTAINER 

R22/006 Europe  noun  - - -  

R22/007 have been 
accused  

verb  MRW Ontological./personifica
tion/A COMPANY IS A 
PERSON 

R22/008 of  preposition  - - -  

R22/009 funnelling  verb More basic meaning: "1. 
[intransitive/transitive] to 
move, or make something 
move, from one place to 
another through a narrow 
tube, pipe, or passage". 

MRW Ontological./MONEY IS 
AN OBJECT and TAX 
HAVENS ARE 
CONTAINER 
OBJECTS 
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R22/010 £18bn  figure of 
money 

 - - -  

R22/011 of  preposition  - - -  

R22/012 profits  noun  - - -  

R22/013 through  preposition More basic meaning: "1d. 
across an area or space, 
or between a group of 
things". 

MRW Ontological./MONEY IS 
AN OBJECT and TAX 
HAVENS ARE 
CONTAINER 
OBJECTS 

R22/014 tax havens  noun More basic meaning: "a 
place where people go to 
live, or where they keep 
their money, so that they 
do not have to pay higher 
taxes in their home 
country". 

- - -  

R22/015 in  preposition More basic meaning: 
"inside a container, room, 
building, vehicle etc". 

MRW Ontological./ACTIONS 
ARE CONTAINER 
OBJECTS 

R22/016 a  determiner  - - -  

R22/017 bid  noun More basic meaning: "2. 
[intransitive/transitive] to 
say that you think you will 
win a particular number of 
points in a card game". 

MRW Structural./RISKEY 
DECISIONS ARE 
BIDS/ A BUSINESS IS 
A GAME 

R22/018 to save verb More basic meaning? 
"2[transitive]to avoid using 
something such as 
money, time, or energy, or 
to use less of it" or 
"1[transitive]to make it 
possible for someone or 
something to avoid 
danger, harm, injury etc". 

WIDLII Ontological./personifica
tion/MONEY IS A 
PERSON 

R22/019 cash. noun More basic meaning: "1. 
money in the form of 
notes and coins". 
Contextual meaning: "2. 
money in any form, 
especially money that is 
available for you to use 
when you need it." 

- - - metonymy 

R22/020 A  determiner  - - -  

R22/021 report  noun  - - -  

R22/022 by  preposition  - - -  

R22/023 Oxfam  noun  - - -  

R22/024 claimed  verb  MRW Ontological./personifica
tion/A REPORT IS A 
PERSON 

R22/025 one  pronoun  - - -  

R22/026 in  preposition More basic meaning: 
"inside a container, room, 
building, vehicle etc". 

MRW Ontological./PERCENT
AGES ARE 
CONTAINER 
OBJECTS 

R22/027 every  determiner  - - -  

R22/028 four  determiner  - - -  

R22/029 pounds  noun  - - -  

R22/030 of  preposition  - - -  

R22/031 profit  noun  - - -  

R22/032 made  verb More basic meaning: "1. 
[transitive ]to create or 
produce something by 
working". 

MRW Ontological./personifica
tion/A COMPANY IS A 
PERSON and MONEY 
IS AN OBJECT 
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R22/033 by  preposition  - - -  

R22/034 these  determiner  - - -  

R22/035 giant  noun More basic meaning: "2 
an imaginary person in 
stories, who is extremely 
tall, strong, and often evil". 

MRW Ontological./A 
COMPANY IS A 
PERSON (giant) 

R22/036 lenders  noun  - - - metonymy 

R22/037 in  preposition More basic meaning: 
"inside a container, room, 
building, vehicle etc". 

MRW Ontological./TIME IS A 
CONTAINER 

R22/038 2015 noun  - - -  

R22/039 was booked  verb More basic meaning: "1. 
[intransitive/transitive] to 
buy tickets, or to arrange 
to have or use something 
at a particular time in the 
future". 

- - -  

R22/040 in  preposition More basic meaning: 
"inside a container, room, 
building, vehicle etc". 

MRW Ontological./A LAND 
AREA, CITY OR 
COUNTRY IS A 
CONTAINER 

R22/041 a  determiner  - - -  

R22/042 low-tax  noun  - - -  

R22/043 nation. noun  - - -  

R22/044 British  adjective  - - - metonymy 

R22/045 banks  noun  - - -  

R22/046 were found  verb More basic meaning: "2. 
to get something". 

- - -  

R22/047 to have made  verb More basic meaning: "1. 
[transitive ]to create or 
produce something by 
working". 

MRW Ontological./personifica
tion/A COMPANY IS A 
PERSON and MONEY 
IS AN OBJECT 

R22/048 £9bn  figure of 
money 

 - - -  

R22/049 in  preposition More basic meaning: 
"inside a container, room, 
building, vehicle etc". 

MRW Ontological./A LAND 
AREA, CITY OR 
COUNTRY IS A 
CONTAINER 

R22/050 countries  noun  - - -  

R22/051 defined  verb More basic meaning: "3. 
to show the shape of 
something". 

MRW  

R22/052 as  conjunction  - - - simile 

R22/053 tax havens  noun  - - -  

R22/054 by  preposition  - - -  

R22/055 the  determiner  - - -  

R22/056 charity –  noun more abstract meaning: "2 
[uncountable] kindness 
that you show towards 
other people by not 
judging them or criticizing 
them too severely". 

- - - metonymy 

R22/057 or  conjunction  - - -  

R22/058 67 per cent  percentage  - - -  

R22/059 of  preposition  - - -  

R22/060 their  determiner  - - -  

R22/061 global  adjective More basic meaning: "1. 
including or affecting the 
whole world". 

- - - metonymy 

R22/062 profits. noun  - - -  
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R22/063 Oxfam  noun  - - -  

R22/064 said  verb  MRW Ontological./personifica
tion/A CHARITY IS A 
PERSON/metonymy? 

R22/065 that  pronoun  - - -  

R22/066 in  preposition More basic meaning: 
"inside a container, room, 
building, vehicle etc". 

MRW Ontological./A LAND 
AREA, CITY OR 
COUNTRY IS A 
CONTAINER 

R22/067 Luxembourg  noun  - - -  

R22/068 alone –  adverb More basic meaning: "2. 
lonely feeling that you 
have no friends and that 
no one cares about you". 

MRW Ontological./A CITY IS 
A PERSON 

R22/069 the  determiner  - - -  

R22/070 secretive  adjective Meaning: "deliberately not 
telling people things". 

MRW Ontological./personifica
tion/A STATE IS A 
PERSON 

R22/071 state  noun  - - -  

R22/072 once  adverb  - - -  

R22/073 run  verb More basic meaning: "1a. 
[intransitive/transitive] to 
run in a race". 

MRW Ontological./personifica
tion/A STATE IS A 
PERSON 

R22/074 by  preposition  - - -  

R22/075 European 
Commission  

noun  - - -  

R22/076 president  noun  - - -  

R22/077 Jean-Claude 
Juncker –  

noun  - - -  

R22/078 the  determiner  - - -  

R22/079 four  determiner  - - -  

R22/080 largest  adjective More basic meaning: "b. 
bigger than usual in 
number or amount". 

WIDLII Ontological./A BANK  
IS AN OBJECT 

R22/081 lenders  noun  - - - metonymy 

R22/082 reported  verb More basic meaning: 
"2[transitive]to provide 
information about 
something that exists or 
has happened". 

- - - Ontological./personifica
tion/A COMPANY IS A 
PERSON or A BANK 
IS A PERSON 

R22/083 £4.2bn  figure of 
money 

 - - -  

R22/084 of  preposition  - - -  

R22/085 profits,  noun  - - -  

R22/086 more  pronoun  - - -  

R22/087 than  conjunction  - - -  

R22/088 they  pronoun  MRW, 
implicit 

Ontological./personifica
tion/A COMPANY IS A 
PERSON or A BANK 
IS A 
PERSON/metonymy? 

R22/089 claimed  verb  MRW, 
implicit 

Ontological./personifica
tion/A COMPANY IS A 
PERSON or A BANK 
IS A PERSON 

R22/090 to have made  verb More basic meaning: "1. 
[transitive ]to create or 
produce something by 
working". 

MRW Ontological./personifica
tion/A COMPANY IS A 
PERSON and MONEY 
IS AN OBJECT 

R22/091 in  preposition More basic meaning: 
"inside a container, room, 

MRW Ontological./A LAND 
AREA, CITY OR 
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building, vehicle etc". COUNTRY IS A 
CONTAINER 

R22/092 the  determiner  - - -  

R22/093 UK,  noun  - - -  

R22/094 Sweden  noun  - - -  

R22/095 and  conjunction  - - -  

R22/096 Germany  noun  - - -  

R22/097 combined. verb More basic meaning: "1a. 
[intransitive/transitive] if 
you combine substances, 
or if they combine, you 
mix them together to form 
a single substance". 

MRW Ontological./COUNTRI
ES ARE 
SUBSTANCES 

R22/098 Because  conjunction  - - -  

R22/099 profits  noun  - - -  

R22/100 are taxed  verb  - - -  

R22/101 in  preposition More basic meaning: 
"inside a container, room, 
building, vehicle etc". 

MRW Ontological./A LAND 
AREA, CITY OR 
COUNTRY IS A 
CONTAINER 

R22/102 the  determiner  - - -  

R22/103 country  noun  - - -  

R22/104 where  relative 
adverb 

 - - -  

R22/105 they  pronoun  - - -  

R22/106 are earned,  verb  - - -  

R22/107 this  determiner  - - -  

R22/108 allows  verb More basic meaning: "1. 
to give someone 
permission to do or have 
something". 

MRW Ontological./textual/per
sonification/ACTIONS 
ARE PEOPLE 

R22/109 them  pronoun  MRW, 
implicit 

Ontological./personifica
tion/A COMPANY IS A 
PERSON or A BANK 
IS A PERSON 

R22/110 to keep  verb More basic meaning: "1a. 
[transitive] to make 
someone or something 
stay in a state, position, or 
place" 

MRW Ontological./DEBTS 
ARE OBJECTS 

R22/111 their  determiner  - - -  

R22/112 bills  noun More basic meaning: "1a. 
written statement showing 
how much money you 
owe someone for goods 
or services you have 
received". 

- - - metonymy 

R22/113 down  adverb  MRW Orientational./LESS I 
DOWN 

R22/114 and  conjunction  - - -  

R22/115 dole (out) phrasal verb More basic meaning: "to 
give something, such as 
food or money, to a 
particular group of people 
or to every person in a 
group". 

- - -  

R22/116 more  determiner  - - -  

R22/117 money  noun  - - -  

R22/118 (dole) out  phrasal verb see R22/118 - - -  

R22/119 to  preposition More basic meaning: 
"used for saying the place 

- - -  
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where someone or 
something goes". 

R22/120 bosses  noun  - - -  

R22/121 and  conjunction  - - -  

R22/122 shareholders. noun  - - - metonymy 

R22/123 However,  conjunction  - - -  

R22/124 industry  noun  - - -  

R22/125 experts  noun  - - -  

R22/126 argued  verb  - - -  

R22/127 Oxfam’s  noun  - - -  

R22/128 approach  noun More basic meanings: 
1[countable]a particular 
way of thinking about or 
dealing with something" / 
"2 [singular] the fact of 
coming closer in time or in 
distance". 

MRW Ontological./personifica
tion/A CHARITY IS A 
PERSON/metonymy? 

R22/129 was verb  - - -  

R22/130 flawed.  adjective More basic meaning: 
"spoiled by something 
such as a fault or mark, or 
lacking something". 

MRW Ontological./ACTIONS 
ARE OBJECTS 

R22/131 The  determiner  - - -  

R22/132 British Bankers’ 
Association  

noun  - - -  

R22/133 said:  verb  MRW Ontological./personifica
tion/AN ASSOCIATION 
OF BANKERS IS A 
PERSON/metonymy? 

R22/134 ‘The  determiner  - - -  

R22/135 UK  noun  - - -  

R22/136 banks  noun  - - -  

R22/137 listed  adjective .More basic meanings: "1 
[transitive] often passive 
to mention or write a list of 
things, one after another". 
2 [intransitive] if a ship 
lists, it leans to one side". 

- - - possible metonymy 

R22/138 comply verb More basic meaning: "to 
obey a rule or law, or to 
do what someone asks 
you to do". 

MRW Ontological./personifica
tion/ A BANK IS A 
PERSON/metonymy? 

R22/139 with preposition More basic meaning: "2. 
having or holding 
something" / "2b. used for 
saying what someone is 
holding or carrying". 

MRW Ontological./ABSTRAC
T ENTITIES ARE 
OBJECTS or A CODE 
OF PRACTICE IS AN 
OBJECT 

R22/140 the  determiner  - - -  

R22/141 HMRC  noun  - - -  

R22/142 Code  noun  - - -  

R22/143 of  preposition  - - -  

R22/144 Practice.’ noun  - - -  

 

 

 


